
 

 

Provincial Advisory Council on Cancer 
Saturday, June 16, 2012 

1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Strathcona Room, Westin Hotel 

Edmonton, AB 

MINUTES 
Council Members: Dr. Anthony Fields (Chair), Tricia Antonini, Dr. Heather Bryant, Dr. Margaret Churcher, Ray Clark,  

Dr. Kelly Dabbs, Dr. Deborah Dudgeon, Christine Ferguson, Dan Holinda, Ken Landry, Brian Lowery,  
Lorelee Marin, Ashley Rose 

Alberta Health Services: Roman Cooney, Keith Donaghy, Lynn Gallow, Don Johnson, Bretta Maloff, Dr. Huiming Yang  
Public: None 
Regrets: Patti Morris, Myka Osinchuk 
 

Agenda Item Discussion Action 
1.  Approval of Agenda Agenda was approved with additions. 

 
      
 

2.  Approval of Minutes N/A 
 

      
 

3.  Presentations/Conferences 
 

       

3.1.  Young Adult Cancer Canada 
(YACC) 

Ashley Rose provided information regarding the 
Young Adult Cancer Canada (YACC) organization. 
Council members are to advise Ashley (through Lynn 
Gallow) if they know of any young adult cancer 
survivors in order to create more awareness and 
support. Lorelee Marin, Ray Clark and Ashley (if 
attendance by a third person is approved) will also 
ensure support is raised at the Alberta Cancer Plan 
workshop in July. 
Council members were also asked to encourage 
young adults in their area to be aware of resources 
that are available to them. 
 

      
 

3.2.  World Cancer Congress Dr. Fields advised the Council that the World Cancer 
Congress, which is held every two years, is being 
held in Montreal, Quebec in August 2012. Anyone 
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Agenda Item Discussion Action 
interested in receiving information regarding the 
conference is to advise Lynn Gallow. 
 

4.  Old Business   

4.1.  Glossary of Terms As per request from Council members at the March 
2012 meeting, a Glossary of Terms was distributed 
for information.  
 

Lynn Gallow will continue to search for a 
more up-to-date listing. 

5.  Alberta Cancer Plan 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the morning session, Dr. Paul Grundy requested 
two volunteers to attend the Alberta Cancer Plan 
Action Planning workshop on July 26, 2012. Lorelee 
Marin and Ray Clark will attend. Ashley Rose also 
expressed interest  
 
Discussion ensued regarding the single point of 
accountability for the Alberta Cancer Plan, which is 
currently being considered by the AHS Board and 
Executive. Council members were all in agreement 
that this should accountability should be the role of 
the Senior Vice President, Cancer Care.  
 
Moved by Dr. Deborah Dudgeon that the Provincial 
Advisory Council on Cancer recommends that there 
be one point of accountability for the implementation 
of the Alberta Cancer Plan and that person would be 
the Senior Vice President, Cancer Care. Seconded by 
Brian Lowery. All in favor. 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
It was also noted that once the Action Plan emerges, 
it is crucial that performance outcomes be identified. 
This issue will be placed on the next meeting agenda. 
 

Lynn Gallow will follow up with Dr. 
Grundy’s office to determine if possible to 
invite a third person. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lynn Gallow will draft a Briefing Note for 
the AHS Board reflecting this 
recommendation. 

5.1.  AHS Board Committees As per request from Council members at the March 
2012 meeting, a listing of the AHS Board Committees 
was provided for information. 
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Agenda Item Discussion Action 
 

6.  New Business   

6.1.  Communications 
Approach 
 

AHS Board 
Discussion ensued regarding the appropriate 
interaction with AHS Board. A formal summary of 
today’s meeting will be provided to the Health 
Advisory Committee of the Board (and will include 
themes identified). 
 
Public/Communities 
Roman Cooney indicated that the Communications 
Department will provide support in any way necessary 
in their interactions with public/communities, e.g. the 
AHS website. 
 

      

6.2.  Future Meeting Format 
 

Dr. Fields noted that the Council is different from the 
Health Advisory Councils in that we are reviewing and 
giving feedback on issues/items that are “still in 
closet”, for example the Strategic Clinical Network 
and the Alberta Cancer Plan.   
 
Discussion ensued regarding the structure and format 
of future Council meetings. It was felt the timing may 
be too soon with regard to inviting the public, as the 
Council is still working to develop their agendas and 
work plan. 
 
It may be best to create opportunities for public 
engagement, rather than being part of the structured 
meeting, i.e. Council members could connect with the 
HACs in their geographic areas and in turn Chairs of 
HACs could be invited to PAC on Cancer meetings. 
 
Once strategies have been identified, Council 
members need to be prepared in order to be 
transparent. They will need tools to do engagement, 
i.e. a generic presentation with key messages. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lynn Gallow will provide a schedule of 
future HAC meetings to Council 
members. 
 
 
 
A generic presentation with key 
messages will be developed by 
Community Engagement (with input from 
Chair), will then be presented to Council 
members for finalization. 
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Agenda Item Discussion Action 
Council members are comfortable with the current 
meeting format, i.e. Friday night portion of the 
meeting to be used for networking and one 
information/education item. Saturday shall be devoted 
to Council work. 
 
If possible, Council members would like to receive 
meeting documentation further in advance of the 
meeting.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 6.2.1 Frequency of 
Meetings 

Frequency of meetings will stay as is until a more 
concrete work plan has been developed. Once 
projects are identified, smaller groups could be 
created to do the work and bring back to larger 
meeting. Council work could be more efficient through 
use of smaller groups. 
 
It was also suggested that it would be helpful to 
engage in more communication with each other in 
between meetings. 
 

 

6.3.  Annual Work Plan      Discussion ensued regarding the implementation of 
the Alberta Cancer Plan, and how this may influence 
the development of a work plan for the Council. 

 
Also discussed was the Council’s interaction with 
AHS Operations, and the following points were made: 

- The role of Council is to support AHS 
- The Council needs to have clear information in 

order to advise 
- AHS needs follow through, closing the loop on 

advice/recommendations provided by the 
Council 

- If Council input is requested, would have to be 
structured by those asking for our advice 

 

 

6.4.  Follow-Up to Morning 
Session 

In follow-up to several discussion points raised at the 
morning session, Dr. Fields summarized and 
requested feedback on the following areas: 
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Agenda Item Discussion Action 
6.4.1.  Outputs 

 
• Advice to AHS Board – via PAC 
• Advice to Operations 
• Communication to Public 
 
Tour of Cancer Facilities - It was suggested that tours 
of the different cancer facilities around the province 
could be very beneficial and powerful as part of their 
education process. Future meetings will be planned at 
the different centres to accommodate these tours, (i.e. 
Calgary, Edmonton, Red Deer, Lethbridge, Medicine 
Hat, Grande Prairie). For those interested, meetings 
could start earlier on the Friday. As the next meeting 
is in Calgary, will look into booking a tour of the Tom 
Baker Cancer Clinic. 
Data Bases - another point of interest raised was in 
the different data bases, i.e. how data is collected and 
what they do with the information. 
Web Portal – Roman Cooney advised that a web 
portal has been developed for the Health Advisory 
Councils and one will also be developed for each of 
the Provincial Advisory Councils. These web portals 
will provide a more effective way to communicate and 
improve access to information. These portals will also 
serve as a repository of information where councils 
can share documents with other councils (for 
example, a report on a successful engagement 
activity). More information will be provided to Council 
members in the near future. 
Patient Advocacy Policy - Dr. Fields advised that the 
Council needs to remain specific to role of advising on 
policies that can improve cancer services. Best 
course of action is to bring back to Council for 
discussion.  

      
 

6.4.2.  Inputs 
 

Progress Reports on Work Plan 
 
• Action Plan of Alberta Cancer Plan 
• Issues referred by Board 
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Agenda Item Discussion Action 
• Issues brought by Operations 
• Issues brought from Communities 
• Issues developed by Council 
 
Council members agreed they need focused 
information on actions, and more information between 
meetings. 
 
Also need to look at the focused areas from the 
Inaugural meeting and compare to Alberta Cancer 
Plan to determine what is covered. 
 

7. Date of Next Meeting 
 

Date: Saturday, October 20, 2012 
Time: 2:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Location: McKnight West Room,  
 Sheraton Cavalier Hotel, Calgary, AB  
 

 

8. Meeting Evaluation and 
Adjournment 

Meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m. 
 

Council members were asked to complete 
and submit meeting evaluation forms to 
Lynn Gallow. 

 
 


