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Annual Report 2014-15 

Message from the Official Administrator, Alberta Health Services

The Provincial Advisory Council on Cancer (PACC) provides important feedback to Alberta Health 
Services regarding Cancer services and the delivery of these services in the province. Each Council 
member has direct experience with the delivery of Cancer services in Alberta either as a patient, or 
through the experience of a family member or close associate.  

Through their regular meetings, external engagement activities and participation on key committees, 
they are working to bring increased awareness about Cancer issues in the province and identify ways 
to enhance the delivery of services.   

It was a busy year for the PACC on many fronts as they worked closely with Alberta Health Services 
(AHS), Alberta Health and other key stakeholders to carry out their efforts. In addition, they took time to 
provide feedback to AHS on other provincial initiatives related to health service delivery. 

This was also the first full year for the Council of Chairs. It is comprised of the Provincial Advisory 
Coucil Chairs as well as the Chairs of the Health Advisory Councils (HACs). The Council of Chairs 
meets regularly to share ideas, best practices, common issues and perspectives from all areas of the 
province. I have appreciated the meetings I have had with them. The thoughtful dialogue and 
observations they bring to the table are invaluable.  

On behalf of AHS I would like to thank all PACC members for their service this past year. 

Their dedication and commitment helps strengthen health care delivery. The time and expertise they 
generously give is deeply appreciated. 

Dr. Carl Amrhein 
Official Administrator 
Alberta Health Services 
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Message from the Chair, Provincial Advisory Council on Cancer 

I am pleased to present the annual report on the activities of the Provincial Advisory Council on Cancer 

(PACC) for the fiscal year 2014/15. 

During the year, PACC completed its formal Work Plan, identifying five priority areas to focus its 

attention.  The first is to support the implementation of the joint Alberta Health/Alberta Health Services 

strategic plan for cancer: Changing our Future: Alberta’s Cancer Plan to 2030.  The other four priority 

areas bring PACC’s unique blend of patient- and community-based perspectives and expert opinion to 

bear on its advice to Alberta Health Services in key aspects of cancer control; including partnering with 

community resources to improve patient services, across the spectrum of cancer control from 

prevention to end-of-life care.  

CancerCare Alberta and Alberta Health Services’ division of Population and Public Health provided 

PACC with updates on their progress organized in a framework that demonstrated the alignment of 

their priorities and achievements with the strategic directions of Changing our Future: Alberta’s Cancer 

Plan to 2030.  This allowed PACC to provide constructive comment.  Additionally, in its continuing close 

collaboration with CancerControl Alberta, Alberta Health Services’ division of Population and Public 

Health, and the Cancer Strategic Clinical Network (SCN), PACC provided advice on several key issues. 

These included the Alberta Health Services’ Patients First imperative, the sale of flavoured tobacco to 

minors, the planning of the Calgary Cancer Centre, the Cancer SCN’s emerging rectal cancer pathway, 

the provincial plan for cancer research, and the cancer prevention social marketing plans proposed for 

the Alberta Cancer Prevention Legacy Fund. 

PACC members continued to participate in planning committees and working groups within AHS.  The 

Chair of PACC is a member of the Alberta Health Services Council of Chairs.  Selected PACC 

members sit on the Core Committee and some other groups of the Cancer SCN, also on the Cross 

Cancer Institute Executive Committee and the New Calgary Cancer Centre’s Patient Centred 

Experience Committee. 

During 2014/15, PACC welcomed five new members: Varinder Bhullar, Tim Buckland, Dr. Angeline 

Letendre, Mike Ross and Dean Wheeler, and elected Dr. Margaret Churcher as Vice Chair.  I take this 

opportunity to thank outgoing inaugural members Brian Lowery, Lorraine Meneen and Ashley Rose for 

their many contributions to PACC.  I also thank our permanent resource personnel, Dr. Paul Grundy 

and Dr. Huiming Yang, for their faithful attendance and invaluable contributions to PACC’s activities.  

Finally, my heartfelt thanks on behalf of PACC are due to Barbara Tuepah and her colleagues within 

Alberta Health Services’ Community Engagement for their support and guidance of PACC’s activities 

throughout the year. 

A. L. A. (Tony) Fields, CM, MD, FRCPC, FACP 

Chair, Provincial Advisory Council on Cancer 
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Introduction 

With the announcement of the integration of the Alberta Cancer Board into the formation of Alberta 
Health Services (AHS) the Minister of Health and Wellness requested the development of the Provincial 
Advisory Council on Cancer. The Council held its inaugural meeting October 21/22, 2011.  

The Council works in collaboration with CancerControl Alberta and Screening, Population, Public and 
Aboriginal Health to provide recommendations to the AHS Official Administrator on the delivery of 
cancer services in Alberta. 

The Council acts as an advisory body to AHS on cancer issues in the best interest of Albertans 
according to the Provincial Advisory Council Bylaws and Terms of Reference. 
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Who we are 

The Council currently comprises 17 volunteer members who are either experts in their cancer-related 
field (e.g. oncology, acute and primary care, supportive and palliative care, prevention & screening), or 
are public members who have a loved one touched by cancer, or are cancer survivors. Public members 
reside in every AHS zone. Council members serve terms of two years to a maximum of six years. 
Council meets quarterly at two day meetings (comprising a committee meeting and a council meeting) 
alternating between Calgary and Edmonton. 

Supporting the Council are two non-voting members called AHS Permanent Resource Persons who as 
stipulated in the Bylaws are the Senior Medical Director of CancerControl Alberta and the Senior 
Medical Officer of Health and Senior Medical Director, Population and Public Health. 

In addition some Council members serve on various AHS committees such as the Cancer Strategic 
Clinical Network Core Committee, Cross Cancer Institute Executive Committee and the Patient 
Centered Committee involved in planning the new Calgary Cancer Centre. Council members also 
attend Health Advisory Council meetings by invitation.  

What we do 

The PACC considers and provides evidence-based suggestions to AHS as it relates to the delivery of 
cancer services in Alberta in the following areas: 

Prevention and screening; 

Diagnosis, treatment and care; and 

Research. 

In an advisory role, the Council is a voice for Albertans, participating in the development of a 
comprehensive and effective cancer control system for Alberta. Therefore, the Council: 

Provides ongoing feedback to AHS and Cancer leadership about what is working well in the 
cancer system and identify areas for improvement;  

Reviews key performance indicators for Alberta’s cancer system;  

Considers information provided by Cancer service providers and identify issues or trends;  

Seeks and appropriately considers evidence and information from Albertans when advising on 
cancer planning, delivery and evaluation of cancer services; and 

Provides feedback to AHS and CancerControl Alberta about strategies to engage consumers on 
Cancer care services. 
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Cancer Council 2014-15 Membership List* 

Council Member Representing Residence Health Zone 

Dr. Tony Fields  (Chair) Oncology 
(Cross Cancer Institute, 

University of Alberta) 

Edmonton Provincial & National 

Kenneth Landry Public Member Fairview North Health Zone 

Dean Wheeler Public Member LaCrete North Health Zone 

Varinder Bhullar Public Member Edmonton Edmonton Health Zone 

Tim Buckland Public Member Edmonton Edmonton Health Zone 

Christine Ferguson Public Member Sherwood Park Central Health Zone 

Lorelee Marin Public Member Lloydminster Central Health Zone 

Tricia Antonini Public Member Calgary Calgary Health Zone 

Ray Clark Public Member Calgary Calgary Health Zone 

Mike Ross Public Member Lethbridge South Health Zone 

Dr. Heather Bryant Prevention & Screening 
(Canadian Partnership Against 

Cancer) 

Calgary Provincial & National 

Dr. Margaret Churcher

 

Primary Care  
(Mosaic Primary Care Network) 

Calgary Provincial 

Dr. Deborah Dudgeon 
Palliative Care  

(Queen’s University) 
Kingston, Ontario National 

Dan Holinda 
Supportive Care 

(Canadian Cancer Society) 
Calgary Provincial 

Patti Morris 
Supportive Care  

(Wellspring Calgary) 
Calgary Provincial 

Myka Osinchuk Supportive Care 
(Alberta Cancer Foundation) 

Edmonton Provincial 

Dr. Angeline Letendre 
Aboriginal Cancer Research 

(Alberta Cancer Prevention Legacy 
Fund) 

Edmonton Provincial 

* Council would like to thank the following past members for their input:

Lorraine Meneen, Brian Lowery and Ashley Rose. 

Permanent Resource Persons: 

Appointed by the Official Administrator, Permanent Resource Persons are non-voting Council Members 
who are subject matter experts and leaders in the area of cancer services at Alberta Health Services.  

Their role is to inform and connect the Council with the delivery of cancer services in Alberta. 

Name Title 

Dr. Paul Grundy Chief Program Officer and Senior Medical Director, CancerControl Alberta 

Dr. Huiming Yang Provincial Medical Officer and Medical Director of Screening, Population & 
Public and Aboriginal Health 
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What we have accomplished 

In 2014-15 the Cancer Provincial Advisory Council continued its collaborative relationship with 
CancerControl Alberta towards enhancing the delivery of cancer services in Alberta. Five priority focus 
areas were identified by Council.  These became the framework for the Council’s Work Plan1. 

The five priority focus areas identified by the Council are: 

 Support the implementation of Changing our Future; Alberta’s Cancer Plan to 2030 
o  To advise AHS – CancerControl  Alberta on ways to enhance cancer services for 

Albertans 

 Patient voice, community perspective & engagement  
o To advise AHS on ways to partner with community resources to better serve the needs 

of cancer patients throughout the continuum of the patient journey. Council members 
represent Alberta health zones and areas of specialty.  Members bring their local 
knowledge and insight as they help identify opportunities within the community where 
cancer care services can be improved.  

 Create better experiences and improved quality of life for patients and their families during and 
post treatment.  

o To advise AHS on improving screening, diagnosis, treatment, supportive care, 
rehabilitation, survivorship, palliative and end of life care.  

 Cancer prevention and awareness  
o To advise AHS on strategies/opportunities to improve awareness and uptake of cancer 

prevention activities. 

 Research and knowledge sharing  
o To provide advice on how patients and caregivers can participate throughout the 

process and opportunities for knowledge transition 
 

Throughout the year Council vetted and provided input to various program planning activities including 
the joint Alberta Health/Alberta Health Services provincial cancer plan (Changing our Future: Alberta’s 
Cancer Plan to 2030) CancerControl Alberta program planning, Alberta Cancer Prevention Legacy 
Fund strategic plan, cancer research program planning and Cancer Strategic Clinical Network planning. 
Additionally, the Council reviewed and provided recommendations for cancer programs under 
consideration for funding.  Council also provided input to CancerControl Alberta’s program development 
and brought to attention gaps in cancer service delivery. 

 

Knowledge sharing 
 
 To further Council work and ensure the Council functions knowledgeably, a wide breadth of cancer 

related information has been provided to the Council. The richness of the information has lead to the 
fullness of the Council work plan. Presentations have included: 

 

 Integrated Diagnostic and Treatment Pathways in Alberta:  Dr. Neil Hagen, Senior Medical 
Leader, Cancer Strategic Clinical Network 

 LINAC-MR Project: Dr. Gino Fallone, Director Medical Physics, Cross Cancer Institute &  Peter 
Fenwick, Senior Provincial Director, Research, Innovation & Analytics 

                                                      
1
 Document found here: http://www.albertahealthservices.ca/4312.asp  

http://www.albertahealthservices.ca/4312.asp
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New Calgary Cancer Centre Proposal: Michael Civitella, ED, Operations and Facility 

Development, New Calgary Cancer Centre 

Changing our Future: Alberta’s Cancer Plan to 2030 - Linkages with Population, Public & 

Aboriginal Health: Dr. Huiming Yang,  Provincial Medical Officer of Health & Medical Director 

Screening Population, Public & Aboriginal Health 

Changing our Future: Alberta’s Cancer Plan to 2030 - Linkages with CancerControl 

Alberta: Dr. Paul Grundy, Chief Program Officer & Senior Medical Director, CancerControl 

Alberta; Gail Hufty, Senior Operating Officer, Provincial Integration, Cancer Care, 

CancerControl Alberta; Donna Rose; Director of Planning, Cancer Care,  CancerControl Alberta 

Alberta Thoracic Oncology Program: Dr. Alain Tremblay, Associate Prof of Medicine, Division 

of Respiratory Medicine & S. Alberta Cancer Research Institute, University of Calgary 

CancerControl Alberta, Ministerial Strategic Planning Document, Alberta Health: Mildred 

Klassen;  Director, Strategic Projects, Strategic Planning & Policy Development Division, Alberta 

Health 

Vision of Cancer Research in Alberta & The Role of CancerControl Alberta:  Dr. Gregory 
Cairncross, Scientific Medical Director, Cancer Control Alberta 

Alberta Cancer Clinical Trials Website: Becky Wong, Director, AB Cancer Clinical Trials 
Rectal Cancer Pathway: Dr. Todd McMullen, Oncologist University of Alberta 

Patient Reported Outcome initiative: Linda Watson, Patient Centre Care Lead, Integrated 

Cancer Control Alberta 

Alberta Cancer Foundation Strategic Plan Update: Myka Osinchuk ,CEO Alberta Cancer 

Foundation 
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Council feedback and advice to Alberta Health Services 
 

The Cancer Provincial Advisory Council in 2014-15 reviewed and provided evidence-based feedback 
and recommendations to cancer services in Alberta in the following five areas: advisory; prevention and 
screening; diagnosis, treatment and care; and research. 

 

1) Advisory  

 In collaboration with Alberta Health and CancerControl Alberta, Council reviewed and 
provided input to a discussion document on current state of Alberta cancer services 
requested by the Minister of Health, Honourable Stephen Mandel.  
 

 The Alberta Cancer Prevention Legacy Fund leadership requested that the Council review 
and provide input into its strategic planning document. 

 

 Council provided AHS with a work plan that linked Council work with AHS cancer services. 
 

 A Council member was invited to join the Cross Cancer Institute (CCI) Executive 
Committee to provide the patient voice at the planning table and to link Council with CCI. 

 

 Council has two members that are active participants of the Cancer Strategic Clinical 
Network Core Committee and three members assisting with Cancer SCN pathway work, 
where they advise and inform Cancer SCN projects going forward to implementation. 

 
 

2) Cancer Prevention and Screening 

 Council recommended AHS support the proclamation of Bill 206 (prohibit the sale of 
flavoured tobacco to minors) in support of reducing tobacco rates in Alberta. 
 

 Council was invited to participate in the Alberta Health Communities Network. Its focus is 
to provide a forum for collaborative action and community change towards cancer 
prevention and the creation of healthy communities. 

 

 Council provided input into the development of a cancer prevention social marketing 
campaign by the Alberta Cancer Prevention Legacy Fund. 

 

 Council has continued to champion the implementation of the Fecal Immunochemical Test 
(FIT) for colorectal cancer screening in Alberta. 
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3) Cancer Diagnosis, Treatment and Care 

 Council recommended AHS proceed with the construction of the new Calgary Cancer 
Centre to ensure patients in Calgary and Southern Alberta have available suitable facilities 
for their cancer journey. 
 

 Council was invited to participate on the Canadian Taskforce for Preventable Health Care; 
a national organization tasked with reviewing and establishing clinical practice guidelines. 

 

 Council members were invited to join the Supportive Care Council in Alberta. 
 

 Council was invited to review and provide input to the Rectal Cancer Pathway currently 
under development in Alberta. 

 

 Council was invited to review and provide input on AHS’ Patient First Strategy. 
 

 Council was invited to review and recommend programs being considered for funding by 
CancerControl Alberta. 
 

 Council provided input to the survivorship strategy and patient reported outcome initiative 
being developed by CancerControl Alberta. 
 

 
4) Cancer Research  

 Council provided recommendations to further the development of cancer clinical trials in 
Alberta. 
 

 Council provided feedback and recommendations to the development and planning of a 
provincial vision and role for cancer research for Alberta. 
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Province-wide Advisory Council Conference 
 
Each year, members from the 12 Health Advisory Councils and the two Provincial Advisory Councils 
(Cancer and Addiction & Mental Health), come together from across the province to meet. Three of our 
council members attended. Various AHS program and Zone leaders attend this province-wide 
conference for the opportunity to share pertinent information and connect with Advisory Council 
members for feedback. The conference also provides a forum for council members to network and 
share best practices. The 110 members present at the 2014-15 conference had the opportunity to 
provide feedback to the following areas: 
 

AHS Priorities - A complete review of the AHS priorities was provided to advisory council 
members present. The presentation included the annual planning cycle inputs and outputs. 
Patient access and system flow; quality and safety and key foundations were the topics of 
conversation. Members asked questions and provided feedback.   
 
The Continuing Care Resolution Team (CCRT) - The CCRT was tasked to study current 
concerns in AHS continuing care, identify themes, and recommend potential opportunities for 
resolution of these concerns. They used the input received at the conference to inform their 
draft recommendations and work plan.  

 
AHS Patient First Strategy - The “Patient First” strategy ensures patient and family centred-
care are at the forefront of delivering seamless and effective health care to Alberta. A 
presentation was provided and group conversations were held with an opportunity to provide 
written feedback. The input provided at the conference was incorporated into all the feedback 
received and recommendations were reviewed by the Strategy’s implementation steering 
committee. 

 
Rural Health Review - The purpose of the review undertaken by the provincial government was 
to further understand the needs, challenges, and concerns of Albertans living in small rural 
communities. Council members were engaged during the conference and asked for input 
specific to challenges with health services in their communities and possible solutions.  
 
Continuing Care - Access to Designated Living Options - Input received at the conference 
was used to make the policy and procedure revisions. Feedback was compiled with feedback 
from other stakeholders in a summary.  
 

Council of Chairs 
 
A Council of Chairs, comprising the 14 Advisory Council Chairs, was announced in September 2013 to 
serve in an advisory role to the Official Administrator. The Chairs bring forth common concerns and 
input at a provincial level. Dr. Tony Fields is the PACC representative on the Council of Chairs. 
 
During the course of the year, the Council of Chairs provided feedback on the AHS Health Plan, 
performance measures and AHS priorities. They also provided feedback on health innovations specific 
to intellectual property and the preferential access corporate directive. In addition, the Council learned 
about the advance care planning goals of care designations and was provided the outcomes from a 
values session held at the University of Alberta. 
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Alberta Health Services President and CEO Vickie Kaminski met with the Council to provide operational 
updates and Dr. Carl Amrhein, AHS Official Administrator, engaged the council about proposed 
changes to the governance structure of AHS. 

What we have learned 

The Cancer Provincial Advisory Council has strived to maintain an excellent working relationship and linkage 
with CancerControl Alberta and with AHS Population and Public Health, enabling the Council to further the 
development of cancer services in the province towards the vision of the Alberta Cancer Plan.  

 The Cancer Provincial Advisory Council illustrates the value of integrating the patient and community voices 
with the expert service provider voices in program planning and review. 

 The Cancer Provincial Advisory Council appreciates and promotes the value of investing in prevention 
programs that will contribute to a healthier Alberta.  

Contact information 

For more information on the council, please contact: 

Provincial Advisory Council on Cancer 
Alberta Health Services 
P: 1-877-275-8830 
E:  PAC.Cancer@albertahealthservices.ca 

Council website: www.albertahealthservices.ca/4312.asp 

mailto:PAC.AMH@albertahealthservices.ca
http://www.albertahealthservices.ca/4312.asp



