
 

 

Alberta Pain Strategy Contributors 

The Alberta Pain Strategy was primarily developed by the members of four working groups and 
a provincial Steering Committee, with additional review and consultation with select advisory 
groups across Alberta. The members of these Working Groups are listed below. 
 

Steering Committee 

John Pereira, President, Pain Society of Alberta (co-chair) 
Tracy Wasylak, Chief Program Officer, Strategic Clinical Networks, AHS (co-chair) 
Danielle Douchet, Chronic Pain Educator 
James Green, Anesthesiologist, Director, Acute Pain Service, University Hospital of Alberta, 
AHS 
Keith King, Faculty Lecturer, Faculty of Nursing, University of Alberta; PhD Student, School of 
Public Health, University of Alberta 
Lori Montgomery, Medical Leader, Calgary Chronic Pain Program, AHS 
Saifee Rashiq, Professor, Department of Anesthesiology & Pain Medicine, University of Alberta 
Nivez Rasic, Medical Director, Vi Riddell Pain & Rehabilitation Program, Alberta Children's 
Hospital (ACH), AHS 
Florence Slomp, PhD Medicine (Specializing in Pain Assessment), University of Alberta; 
Clinical Director and Exercise Physiologist, FJS Rehabilitation  
Robert Tanguay, President-Elect, Pain Society of Alberta and Provincial Medical Lead, Opioid 
Dependency Training, AHS 
 
Strategic Planning Team 

Shannon Erfle, Senior Planner, Planning & Performance, AHS  
Tracey Geyer, Team Lead and Senior Planner, Planning & Performance, AHS  
Nicki Kirlin, Senior Planner, Planning & Performance, AHS 
Susan Sobey-Fawcett, Senior Planner, Planning & Performance, AHS (planning lead) 
Pam Stimpson, Senior Planner, Planning & Performance, AHS 
Lisa Cerato, Senior Planner, Planning & Performance, AHS 
 
Additional acknowledgements to AHS employees Erin Rathgeber and Niki Sibera for facilitation 
support at our multi-stakeholder meetings and administrative staff Michele Luider, Avani 
Maleshri-Vdovina, Darlene O’Neill, and Mary Eagle Speaker for their invaluable administrative 
support. 
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Acute Pain Working Group 

James Green (co-chair), Anesthesiologist, Director, Acute Pain Service, University Hospital of 
Alberta, AHS 
Nivez Rasic (co-chair), Medical Director, Vi Riddell Pain Program; Alberta Children's Hospital, 
AHS 
Marni Bercov, Executive Director, Addiction Mental Health SCN, AHS 
Simrit Brar, Clinical Assistant Professor, Department of Obstetrics & Gynaecology, University 
of Calgary 
Dennis Cleaver, Executive Director, Seniors Health SCN, AHS 
Neil Collins, Deputy Head, Emergency Departments, Calgary Zone, AHS 
Jason Daoust, Physiotherapy Clinical Lead, North Zone, AHS 
Derek Dillane, Associate Professor, Department of Anesthesiology & Pain Medicine, University 
of Alberta 
Chris Douglas, Registered Nurse, Adult Acute Pain Service, University of Alberta Hospital, 
AHS 
Leah Foster, Pediatric Nurse Practitioner, Acute Pain Service, Alberta Children's Hospital, AHS 
Brent Horyn, Clinical Pharmacist, Trauma/Neurosurgery, Royal Alexandra Hospital, AHS 
Ed Jess, Director, Prescribing & Analytics, College of Physicians & Surgeons of Alberta  
Raj Kandola, Physician Lead, East Calgary Family Care Clinic, AHS 
Harmony Truesdale, Senior Analyst, EpicCare Inpatient Clinical Documentation & Stork, AHS 
Peter Lewkonia, Clinical Assistant Professor, Department of Surgery, University of Calgary; 
Spine Surgeon, Calgary Spine Program, AHS 
Stacey Litvinchuk, Executive Director, Surgery SCN, AHS 
Leeann Lukenchuk, Nurse Practitioner, Pediatric Acute Pain Service, Stollery Children's 
Hospital, AHS 
Melanie Noel, Associate Professor, Department of Psychology, University of Calgary; Alberta 
Children's Hospital Research Institute, Hotchkiss Brain Institute  
Elizabeth Pedersen, Orthopedic Surgeon, Edmonton Orthopaedics, University of Alberta 
Janice Rae, Clinical Nurse Specialist, Acute Pain Service, Foothills Medical Centre, AHS 
Laura Rayner, Clinical Nurse Specialist, Intensive Pain Rehabilitation Program, Alberta 
Children's Hospital, AHS 
Tom Shackleton, Dentist, Tom Shackleton DDS, Calgary 
Kelly Shinkaruk, Interim Medical Director, Calgary Chronic Pain Centre, AHS; Program 
Director, Pain Medicine Residency Anesthesiology, Foothills Medical Centre, AHS 
Mohit Singh, Physician, Addictions Recovery and Community Health, Opioid Dependency 
Program, Edmonton Zone, AHS 
Flo Slomp, PhD Medicine, University of Alberta; Clinical Director, FJS Rehabilitation  
Victoria Suen, Manager, Addiction & Mental Health SCN, AHS 
Brenden vander Westhuizen, Trauma Surgeon, University of Alberta Hospital, Edmonton 
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Joe Vipond, Emergency Physician, Foothills Medical Centre and Rockyview General Hospital, 
AHS 
Angela Winter, Instructor Adult Recovery Room, Adult Day Surgery, Same Day Admission, 
Pre-Admission Clinic and Acute Pain Service, University of Alberta Hospital, AHS  
 
 
Chronic Pain Working Group 

Danielle Douchet (co-chair), Chronic Pain Educator 
Lori Montgomery (co-chair), Medical Director, Calgary Chronic Pain Centre, AHS 
Gail Aguillon, Director, Adult Rehabilitation, Glenrose Hospital, AHS 
Penny Barnes, Program Educator, Calgary Pain Program, AHS 
Kelsey Barrie, Registered Nurse, Complex Pain Clinic, Alberta Children's Hospital, AHS 
Marni Bercov, Executive Director, Addiction & Mental Health SCN, AHS 
Cary Brown, Professor, Department of Occupational Therapy, University of Alberta 
Torie Carlson, Psychologist, Vi Riddell Children's Pain & Rehabilitation Centre, AHS 
Eloise Carr, Professor, Faculty of Nursing, University of Calgary 
Frances Carr, Assistant Clinical Professor, Division of Geriatric Medicine, University of Alberta 
Srini Chary, Physician, Palliative Care Services, AHS  
Mollie Cole, Manager, Seniors Health SCN, AHS 
Robert Davies, President, Alberta Society of Radiologists; President, Section of Diagnostic 
Imaging (AMA) 
Jenna De Guzman, Occupational Therapist, Community Treatment Order & Community 
Assessment and Support Team, Addiction and Mental Health South Zone, AHS 
Kirstin Derdall, Anesthesiologist, Chinook Regional Hospital, AHS 
Bruce Dick, Professor, Department of Anesthesiology & Pain Medicine, University of Alberta 
Tracy Fossum, Patient Advisor  
David A. Hart, Scientific Director, Bone & Joint Health SCN, AHS 
Bill Hendriks, Family Physician, Wetaskiwin Family Medical Practice 
Hsing Jou, Associate Professor, Department of Pediatrics, University of Alberta 
Keith King, Faculty Lecturer, Faculty of Nursing, University of Alberta 
David Liepert, Director of Clinical Safety and Quality, Cumming School of Medicine, University 
of Calgary 
Michelle MacDonald, Clinical Practice Leader/Faculty Liaison, Pharmacy, AHS 
Yasmin Majeed, Pain Consultant, Chronic Pain Centre Calgary; President Elect, AMA Section 
of Chronic Pain 
Stuart Miller, Physiotherapist / Clinical Lead, Community Accessible Rehabilitation team, AHS 
Rashim Nand, Patient Care Manager, Orthopedics, Burns & Amputee Programs, Glenrose 
Rehabilitation Hospital, AHS 
Melanie Noel, Associate Professor, Department of Psychology, University of Calgary; Alberta 
Children's Hospital Research Institute, Hotchkiss Brain Institute  



Alberta Pain Strategy Contributors • 4 
Miriam Novlan, Patient Advisor 
Dawn Petit, Registered Nurse, Westview Primary Care Network 
Leah Phillips, Director, Research, College of Licensed Practical Nurses of Alberta; Adjunct 
Professor, School of Public Health, University of Alberta 
Donna Piercy, Registered Psychologist and Counsellor, Calgary and Airdrie Area 
Pamela Pyle, Patient Advisor; Patient Representative, Board of Directors, Pain Society of 
Alberta 
Nivez Rasic, Medical Director, Vi Riddell Pain Program; Alberta Children's Hospital, AHS 
Laura Rayner, Clinical Nurse Specialist, Intensive Pain Rehabilitation Program, Alberta 
Children's Hospital, AHS 
Kathy Reid, Clinical Nurse Specialist, Policy and Practice, Stollery Children’s Hospital, AHS 
Lynda Robbins, Program Director, Clinical Knowledge & Decision Support, CKCM, Connect 
Care, AHS 
Magali Robert, Physician, Obstetrics & Gynecology, Calgary Chronic Pain Centre, AHS 
Kelly Shinkaruk, Interim Medical Director, Calgary Chronic Pain Centre, AHS; Program 
Director, Pain Medicine Residency Anesthesiology, Foothills Medical Centre, AHS 
Dino Smiljic, Medical Director, Bow Valley Primary Care Network 
Lindsay Stark, Manager, Allied Health Community, Edmonton Zone, AHS 
Victoria Suen, Manager, Addiction & Mental Health SCN, AHS 
Tuan Trang, Associate Professor, Departments of Comparative Biology & Experimental 
Medicine and Physiology & Pharmacology, Hotchkiss Brain Institute, University of Calgary  
Monica Wickland-Weller, Senior Medical Advisor in Continuing Competence, College of 
Physicians and Surgeons of Alberta 
Christelle Zacharki, Primary Care Pharmacist and Pain Management Clinic Lead, Mosaic 
Primary Care Network 
 
 
Opioid Use in Pain Management Working Group 

Saifee Rashiq (co-chair), Professor, Department of Anesthesiology & Pain Medicine, 
University of Alberta 
Robert Tanguay (co-chair), Provincial Medical Lead, Opioid Dependency Training, AHS 
Barry Andres, Executive Director, Provincial Addiction & Mental Health, AHS 
Sana Ara-Ahmed, Anesthesiology & Interventional Chronic Pain, Medical Director AIPCR, 
Calgary   
Marni Bercov, Executive Director, Addiction & Mental Health SCN, AHS 
Allison Bichel, Senior Provincial Director, Addiction & Mental Health SCN, AHS 
Catherine Biggs, Clinical Practice Leader, Pharmacy, Royal Alexandra Hospital, AHS 
Ann Crabtree, Clinical Associate Professor, University of Calgary; Consulting Physician, 
Chronic Pain Centre, AHS 
Kirstin Derdall, Anesthesiologist, Chinook Regional Hospital, AHS 
Humeira Dhanji, Clinical Nurse Specialist, Acute Pain Service, Foothills Medical Centre, AHS 
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Scott Fielding, Senior Provincial Director, Emergency SCN/Seniors Health SCN, AHS 
Monty Ghosh, Internist and Addiction Specialist, AHS 
Rob Hauptman, MD; Pain Consultant, St. Albert; Executive AMA Section of Chronic Pain 
Rita Henderson, Assistant Professor, Cumming School of Medicine, University of Calgary 
Faun Lusty, Pharmacist, Calgary Foothills Primary Care Network 
Florrie MacDougall, Pharmacist, Pharmacy Services, South Zone West, AHS  
Ryan Magnussen, Patient Advisor 
Judi Malone, CEO, Psychologists' Association of Alberta 
Keely McBride, Project Manager, Opioid Response, Alberta Health 
Jill Mitchell, Director, Professional Development, Provincial Addiction and Mental Health, AHS 
Nick Mitchell, Senior Medical Director, Addiction and Mental Health SCN; Provincial Medical 
Director, Provincial Addiction and Mental Health, AHS 
Samantha Myhr, Family Physician, The Associate Clinic, Pincher Creek 
Rashim Nand, Patient Care Manager, Orthopedics, Burns & Amputee Programs, Glenrose 
Rehabilitation Hospital, AHS 
Dawn Petit, Registered Nurse, Westview Primary Care Network 
Donna Piercy, Registered Psychologist and Counsellor, Calgary and Airdrie Area 
Terri Potter, Executive Director, Alberta College of Family Physicians 
Coralee Reynar, Registered Nurse, Dulcina Hospice, Covenant Care 
Chris Sarin, Deputy Medical Officer of Health, Primary Care/Clinical Telehealth, Health Canada 
Alberta Region - FNIHB 
Samantha Semograd, Executive Director, Grande Prairie Primary Care Network 
Rob Skrypnek, Senior Provincial Director, Primary Healthcare Integration Network, AHS 
Jim Silvius, Provincial Medical Director, Seniors Health; Senior Medical Director, Seniors 
Health SCN, AHS 
Mohit Singh, Physician, Addictions Recovery and Community Health, Opioid Dependancy 
Program, Edmonton Zone, AHS 
Dino Smiljic, Medical Director, Bow Valley PCN 
Victoria Suen, Manager, Addiction & Mental Health SCN, AHS 
Shandra Taylor, Psychologist, Provincial Primary Healthcare Program, AHS 
Michael Trew, Medical Lead, Addiction & Mental Health Special Projects, AHS 
Esther Tailfeathers, Physician, Blood Tribe 
Tuan Trang, Associate Professor, Departments of Comparative Biology & Experimental 
Medicine and Physiology & Pharmacology, Hotchkiss Brain Institute, University of Calgary 
David Turner, Community Engagement Advisor, Indigenous Health Program, AHS 
Eric Wasylenko, Medical Director, Health System Ethics and Policy, Health Quality Council of 
Alberta 
Christopher Wood, Executive Director, Communicable Disease Control, Population, Public & 
Indigenous Health, AHS 
Jane Yi, Project Manager, Provincial Addiction & Mental Health, AHS 
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Alberta Pain Research Network Working Group 

Tuan Trang, Associate Professor, Departments of Comparative Biology & Experimental 
Medicine and Physiology & Pharmacology, Hotchkiss Brain Institute, University of Calgary 
Brad Kerr, Associate Professor, Department of Anesthesiology and Pain Medicine and Adjunct 
Associate Professor, Department of Pharmacology, University of Alberta 
Melanie Noel, Associate Professor, Department of Psychology, University of Calgary; Alberta 
Children's Hospital Research Institute, Hotchkiss Brain Institute 
Anna Taylor, Assistant Professor, Department of Pharmacology, University of Alberta 
Jennifer Dotchin, Interim Executive Director, Campus Alberta Neurosciences 
 


