Standardization and Appropriate Use of
Wound Care Products in Alberta
Background
•

Wound and skin care is an important aspect of patient care across the
continuum of care, and in all care settings (acute, rehabilitation, primary care,
home care, continuing care).

•

Currently, there is inconsistent practice and a lack of standardization in wound
care management across the province of Alberta.

•

This unwarranted practice variation is resulting in a:
o fiscal burden for healthcare providers driven by incorrect product
use, inconsistent practices and
o potentially increased wound healing time for patients.

•

There is a lack of data within Alberta regarding the actual extent and scope of the
problem at this time.

A key priority of the Neurosciences, Rehabilitation & Vision Strategic
Clinical Network™ (NRV SCN) is to lead the effective and appropriate
use of wound care products and ensure use of evidence based best
practices in wound management across the provincial health system.

Collaboration
•

In the past, there was been no provincial body to support standardization across the
different Zones. The NRV SCN will collaborate with:
• Patients and families
• Existing Provincial Advanced Wound Care Committee
• AHS Contracting, Procurement & Supply Management (CPSM)
• Clinical Knowledge and Content Management (CKCM)
• Health Professions Strategy and Practice (HPSP) and
• Other content experts to…

Standardize and improve wound and skin care practices.
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Next Steps
•

The initial focus for the NRV SCN will be the appropriate use of high
cost wound products. The two types of products that have been
identified as an initial focus are:
o silver-embedded wound care products and
o negative pressure wound therapy (V.A.C. dressings).

•

The NRV SCN will also collaborate with CPSM during their strategic contract alignment
phase over the next 18 months, as they develop their long term strategy for all wound
care agreements. They are enthusiastic partners in supporting cost effective,
evidence based standardized wound care for Albertans.

Questions? Comments? Feedback?
If you have any questions regarding this initiative, or would like to get
involved; please contact the NRV SCN at: NRV.SCN@ahs.ca.
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