
Does the patient have 
new, usual or unexpected 

rash?

Is the rash  
generalized 

erythematous 
maculopapular 
or petechial?

Is the rash vesicular and possibly 
chickenpox or shingles?

Is the rash disseminated?
>2 contiguous dematomes, bilateral, 

multiple non-contigous sites 
or visceral? 

or is patient immunocompromised with a localized 
or disseminated rash?

Refer to 
Dermatome

Chart 

Airborne and Contact Precautions
Place in room with closed door

Notify IPC

Refer to the IPC Diseases and Conditions Table 
Recommendations for Management of Patients 

Acute Care
Original date: 2017-01
Revised: 2024-05-06

Have patient perform hand hygiene and don procedure mask.
Keep lesions covered when possible.

Staff perform hand hygiene and don gloves for direct contact with skin 
lesions or non-intact skin.

Routine 
Practices

Are measles 
suspected or 
confirmed?

AIRBORNE and CONTACT & DROPLET PRECAUTIONS
 Place in single room with door closed

 Follow Management of Patients Requiring Airborne 
Precautions for Suspected or Confirmed Measles

 Keep procedure mask on patient 
 Staff to wear N95 for room entry 

Contact and Droplet 
Precautions

YES

NO

YES

YES

Communicable disease
(meningitis etc) 

 ruled out

YES

Definitions
Vesicular: a small fluid filled sac
Erythematous: exhibiting abnormal redness of the 
skin
Maculopapular: a rash with both flat and raised 
parts
Petechial: pinpoint non-blanching spots that 
measure less than 2 mm in size and affect the skin 
and mucous membranes

Routine 
Practices

If localized can vesicles 
be covered?

Contact 
Precautions

Routine 
Practices

NO

YES

NO

YES

NO

NOYES

NO

 

Rash: Assessing the Need for 
Additional Precautions (Isolation) 

©2024 Alberta Health Services, IPC

 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/

http://www.ahsweb.ca/ipc/info-hlth-care-providers-dermatome-chart-z0-rm-ac
http://www.ahsweb.ca/ipc/info-hlth-care-providers-dermatome-chart-z0-rm-ac
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/assets/healthinfo/ipc/hi-ipc-airborne-and-contact-sign.pdf
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/assets/healthinfo/ipc/hi-ipc-airborne-and-contact-sign.pdf
http://www.ahsweb.ca/ipc/diseases-conditions-table-z0-rm-ac
http://www.ahsweb.ca/ipc/diseases-conditions-table-z0-rm-ac
http://www.ahsweb.ca/ipc/airborne-susp-confir-measles-algo
http://www.ahsweb.ca/ipc/airborne-susp-confir-measles-algo

	Page-1�

