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Best practice recommendations  
 

Is this a surgical or invasive 
procedure?

Is there potential contact with 
sterile site or tissues?

Risk of exposure to blood and bodily 
fluids?

Contact with mucous membranes or 
non-intact skin, e.g., wounds?

Contact with a patient or patient 
environment when on Contact 

Precautions?

Risk of injury due to other identified 
risks, e.g., broken glass, patient 

aggression, waste handling (e.g., 
transporting or moving bins of 
waste, operating compactor)

Contact with chemicals such as 
disinfectants (if required by label), 

chemotherapy or preserving 
agents?

Invasive procedure?
Wear sterile surgical 

gloves

Wear protective 
gloves, e.g., leather, 

steel mesh
Wear disposable non-sterile 

exam gloves or reusable 
household gloves

 Note: double glove if handling 
chemotherapy medications

Yes Yes

Wear sterile 
surgical gloves

Wear 
non-sterile 

exam gloves

Yes No

Risk of exposure to 
blood and bodily fluids

     Invasive procedure, e.g., 
use of bone cutters?

Yes

Wear sterile surgical 
gloves under and over 

protective gloves

Wear non-sterile exam 
gloves under and over 

protective gloves 

Yes

Yes

Yes No

 

Note: If you have any questions or comments contact IPC at ipcsurvstdadmin@ahs.ca. 
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