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The ultimate goal of Dr. Kim's research
program is to improve the quality of life
for individuals affected by acquired
language disorders. Research in Dr.
Kim’s Lab includes studies designed to
investigate cognitive mechanisms
underlying language processing,
developing evidence-based treatments,
examining methods for increasing neural
plasticity and promoting quality of life
through Life Participation Approach for
Aphasia (LPAA) based interventions.

Her research uses a combination of

behavioural and clinical methods to

Inspiration/Vision Statement:

examine cognitive (e.g. attention, working
memory) and linguistic (e.g. semantic
orthographic, phonologic) processing in
adults with acquired and progressive
language disorders, and health aging
populations. Non-invasive brain
stimulation techniques, specifically
transcranial direct current stimulation
(tDCS) - in conjunction with behavioural
speech-language treatment to investigate
neural plasticity in aphasia is also used.

To understand how cognitive and linguistic factors support language processing, and

how to increase treatment-induced neural plasticity, towards the end of rehabilitating

those with acquired communication impairments.

Clinical Implications of Research:

Knowledge of cognitive and linguistic processes in normal adults and those with

acquired brain injuries aids in the development of treatments to remediate language

disorders in individuals with aphasia. Ultimately, investigating the efficacy of these

treatments contributes to the evidence-based for clinicians providing services to those

affected by acquired language disorders.
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