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Alberta Health Services 

COVID-19: As of January 6: 388,995 total, 3,336 deaths, and 345,762 recovered 

in Alberta. 

Information for AHS Staff & Health Professionals regarding COVID-19, last 
updated January 7 2022, including COVID-19 Return to Work Guide for 

Healthcare Workers 

Join a conversation about palliative care in central Alberta, January 7 2022 

New web resource helps Albertans manage COVID-19 symptoms at home 

CMO SMOH Notice for AHS Medical Staff 

30 December, 2021 & CMO SMOH Notice for AHS Medical Staff, 23 December, 

2021 

COVID-19 Guidance for Community Physicians 

Hospital moving day a marvel of EMS logistics 

AHS expands Text4Hope in multiple languages 

2022 New Year’s babies were not announced 

AHS, Covenant Health, and major health care unions release updated joint 

statement on Personal Protective Equipment use as Omicron variant of COVID-19 

circulates in Canada 

AHS Update: Omicron cases increasing, hospitalizations hold steady, remote 
work extended to end of February - December 30 2021, Message from CEO Dr. 

Verna Yiu & Dr. Laura McDougall, COVID-19 
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https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/topics/Page16947.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/topics/Page16947.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/assets/info/ppih/if-ppih-covid-19-return-to-work-guide-ahs-healthcare-worker.pdf
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/assets/info/ppih/if-ppih-covid-19-return-to-work-guide-ahs-healthcare-worker.pdf
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/news/releases/2022/Page16360.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/news/releases/2022/Page16359.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/assets/info/ppih/if-ppih-covid-19-cmo-update-2021-12-30.pdf
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/assets/info/ppih/if-ppih-covid-19-cmo-update-2021-12-23.pdf
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/assets/info/ppih/if-ppih-covid-19-primary-care-guidance.pdf
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/news/Page16349.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/news/releases/2021/Page16337.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/news/releases/2021/Page16344.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/news/releases/2021/Page16331.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/news/releases/2021/Page16331.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/news/releases/2021/Page16331.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/assets/info/ppih/if-ppih-covid-19-ceo-message-2021-12-30.pdf
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/assets/info/ppih/if-ppih-covid-19-ceo-message-2021-12-30.pdf
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AHS Update: Provincial restrictions updated as cases significantly increase in 

Alberta, AHS immunization testing policy updated - December 23, 2021, Message 

from CEO Dr. Verna Yiu & Dr. Laura McDougall, COVID-19 

Together4Health Headlines (Follow link and scroll down to bottom of the page) 

If you or any of your members would like to receive a weekly AHS update in your 
email, you can subscribe to Together4Health Headlines by sending an email with 

the subject line “subscribe me” to community.engagement@ahs.ca. 
 

Together4Health Headlines is a weekly e-newsletter that captures all of the 
pandemic updates and provides additional news you can use and information on 

opportunities to engage with AHS. 

Updates to AHS Physician Compensation 

Medical Staff - Connect Care Physician Opportunities 

Doctor Jobs Alberta/AHS 

Physician and staff shortages impact AHS facilities and services in December 

2021 and January 2022 

Follow updated provincial public health restrictions to reduce spread of COVID-19 

and to protect the healthcare system. 

Alberta Health Services (AHS) - Items italicized are for authorized AHS 

users only 

Effective January 3, 2022: New isolation requirements.  

AHS Interchange January 6, 2022 

Pharmacy Services a key player in pandemic response 

Message from CEO Dr. Verna Yiu & Dr. Laura McDougall 

Changes to isolation requirements 

CEO Message: AHS Immunization Policy Update 

Message from CEO Dr. Verna Yiu & Dr. Laura McDougall 
COVID-19 Update Booster eligibility expanded to 18+, new public health 

measures 

Return unused AHS mobility devices 

https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/assets/info/ppih/if-ppih-covid-19-ceo-message-2021-12-23.pdf
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/assets/info/ppih/if-ppih-covid-19-ceo-message-2021-12-23.pdf
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/topics/Page17304.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/medstaff/Page16919.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/medstaff/Page16415.aspx#cal
https://www.doctorjobsalberta.com/
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/news/newsreleases.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/news/newsreleases.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/topics/Page16944.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/topics/Page16944.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/isolation.aspx?utm_source=redirect&utm_medium=all&utm_campaign=Covid19&utm_term=isolation
https://insite.albertahealthservices.ca/assets/newsletters/interchange/2022-01-06/index.html
https://insite.albertahealthservices.ca/Page26509.aspx
https://insite.albertahealthservices.ca/news/ns/2021/Page26510.aspx
https://insite.albertahealthservices.ca/news/ns/2021/Page26510.aspx
https://insite.albertahealthservices.ca/news/ns/2021/Page26498.aspx
https://insite.albertahealthservices.ca/news/ns/2021/Page26494.aspx
https://insite.albertahealthservices.ca/news/ns/2021/Page26494.aspx
https://insite.albertahealthservices.ca/news/ns/2021/Page26494.aspx
https://insite.albertahealthservices.ca/it/Page1449.aspx#return-devices
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Alberta Healthy Living Program team builds well-being, improves service across 

South Zone 

National and International News 

Globally, as of 5:13pm CET, 6 January 2022, there have been 296,496,809 

confirmed cases of COVID-19, including 5,462,631 deaths, reported to WHO. As 
of 5 January 2022, a total of 9,118,223,397 vaccine doses have been 

administered. 

10 key global health moments from 2021 - WHO 

Statements and speeches from the Chief Public Health Officer of Canada 

From vaccines to vaccinations: seventh meeting of the Multilateral Leaders Task 

Force on COVID-19 Vaccines, Therapeutics and Diagnostics 
The heads of the International Monetary Fund, World Bank Group, World Health 

Organization and World Trade Organization held high-level consultations with 
Gavi and UNICEF on 17 December, 2021 aimed at increasing the use of COVID-

19 vaccines and other critical medical countermeasures in low-income (LIC) and 

lower middle-income (LMIC) countries and supporting countries to be better 
prepared, resourced, and ready to roll out vaccines. 

Harassment and threats against health care workers cannot be tolerated - 

Canadian Medical Association 

‘This is our lane’: Dr. Naheed Dosani on why Twitter advocacy matters – despite 

the trolls 

New software provides customized online speech therapy for patients 

Edmonton & Northern Zone News/Programs 

Boil Water Advisory lifted for Fort McKay 

January 2, 2022 

Fort Saskatchewan hospital reopens labour and delivery unit (Fort Saskatchewan 

hospital temporarily suspends labour and delivery services) 

Boil Water Advisory lifted for Fort McKay 

Fairview Health Complex sets specific outpatient service hours 

https://insite.albertahealthservices.ca/Page26508.aspx
https://insite.albertahealthservices.ca/Page26508.aspx
https://covid19.who.int/
https://covid19.who.int/
https://covid19.who.int/
https://covid19.who.int/
https://www.who.int/news-room/spotlight/10-key-global-health-moments-from-2021
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/corporate/organizational-structure/canada-chief-public-health-officer/statements-chief-public-health-officer.html
https://www.who.int/news/item/22-12-2021-from-vaccines-to-vaccinations-seventh-meeting-of-the-multilateral-leaders-task-force-on-covid-19-vaccines-therapeutics-and-diagnostics
https://www.who.int/news/item/22-12-2021-from-vaccines-to-vaccinations-seventh-meeting-of-the-multilateral-leaders-task-force-on-covid-19-vaccines-therapeutics-and-diagnostics
https://www.cma.ca/news-releases-and-statements/harassment-and-threats-against-health-care-workers-cannot-be-tolerated
https://www.cma.ca/news-releases-and-statements/harassment-and-threats-against-health-care-workers-cannot-be-tolerated
https://boldly.cma.ca/blog/dr-naheed-dosani
https://boldly.cma.ca/blog/dr-naheed-dosani
https://boldly.cma.ca/blog/new-software-provides-customized-online-speech-therapy-for-patients
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/news/Page16350.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/news/Page16354.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/news/Page16348.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/news/Page16348.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/news/Page16350.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/news/Page16353.aspx
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Calgary, Central & South Zone News/Programs 

Empowering the willing: the feasibility of tele-mentored self-performed pleural 

ultrasound assessment for the surveillance of lung health 
Calgary surgical research team kickstart 2022 with a new publication in The 

Ultrasound Journal  
Kirkpatrick AW, McKee JL, Ball CG, Ma IWY, Melniker LA. 

Ultrasound J. 2022 Jan 3;14(1):2. doi: 10.1186/s13089-021-00250-6. 
PMID: 34978611 

Nursing students empower Yazidi refugees through community health nursing 

project 

Provincial News 

Alberta Chief medical officer updates 

Alberta surpasses one million booster doses 
More than one million Albertans have received their third vaccine dose, helping to 

protect them from COVID-19. 

COVID-19 guidance for community medical clinics  

- College of Physicians & Surgeons of Alberta 

Revised Virtual Care standard of practice takes effect Jan. 1, 2022 

Update - Alberta Health bulletin on virtual care code change - AMA President's 

Letter, January 7 2022 

Priority virtual care codes to increase - AMA President's Letter, December 30, 
2021 

Member survey results and an urgent Omicron meeting - December 22, 2021 

December 21, 2021: Expanding virtual health care 

To support Albertans’ health care needs during the COVID-19 pandemic, the 

province is working with physicians to increase options for virtual care. 

Temporary testing options given to health-care workers - December 23, 2021 

2021 opioid fatalities 

Associate Minister of Mental Health and Addictions Mike Ellis issued a statement 
on the addiction crisis, December 22, 2021 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34978611/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34978611/
https://www.ucalgary.ca/news/nursing-students-empower-yazidi-refugees-through-community-health-nursing-project
https://www.ucalgary.ca/news/nursing-students-empower-yazidi-refugees-through-community-health-nursing-project
https://www.alberta.ca/coronavirus-info-for-albertans.aspx#statement
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=81698E241E56E-F29C-3227-24C859FB85A8FD6C
https://cpsa.ca/news/covid-19-guidance-for-community-medical-clinics/
https://cpsa.ca/news/revised-virtual-care-standard-of-practice-takes-effect-jan-1-2022/
https://www.albertadoctors.org/services/media-publications/presidents-letter/pl-archive/update-ah-bulletin-virtual-care-code-changes
https://www.albertadoctors.org/services/media-publications/presidents-letter/pl-archive/priority-virtual-care-codes-to-increase
https://www.albertadoctors.org/services/media-publications/presidents-letter/pl-archive/member-survey-results-urgent-omicron-meeting
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=80674861D522F-EBC3-F4A1-9745E800F6434393
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=80674861D522F-EBC3-F4A1-9745E800F6434393
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=80674861D522F-EBC3-F4A1-9745E800F6434393
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=806621E65F511-914D-CC9D-773B060A6702F6D2
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=80651E662B1B0-93DE-459D-74BB9A7176157483
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Nursing negotiations update: Statement from Minister Toews 

More boosters, tests and measures to fight Omicron - December 31, 2021 

& Alberta expands boosters, launches booster shot campaign 

The Lived Experiences of Residents in Designated Supportive Living (January to 

March 2020) 

- Health Quality Council of Alberta 

Alberta Medical Association: Upcoming Events 

Resident Physician of the Month - Professional Association of Resident Physicians 

of Alberta 

Alberta Precision Laboratories - Bulletins 

Ministry of Transportation Medical Review Committee 

Clinical, Research and Education News 

University of Alberta: Faculty of Medicine and Dentistry's 10 essential stories of 

2021 

Libin Institute researchers identify molecule essential for success of commonly 

used diabetes drug 
Team led by Morley Hollenberg makes important discovery about how metformin 

works to protect blood vessels 

UCalgary researchers aim to stop or prevent epileptic seizures 

Managing Alcohol Use Disorder and Liver Disease 

January 20 & 27, February 3 

Upcoming CME and CPD Events - Cumming School of Medicine 

Family Medicine News Highlights 

Omicron webinar - Alberta College of Family Physicians 

On Thursday, December 23, 2021, the Alberta College of Family Physicians 
(ACFP) and Alberta Medical Association (AMA) hosted a panel discussion on the 

Omicron variant. 

Introducing the CFPC’s Learning in Practice: Pick your case.  

Webinar, January 18 2022 

https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=80649DF4B9DB5-E4A8-441D-7295C02DC59CFC58
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=80645B80151B7-DB80-5CB2-610687DC575F2B5C
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=80644AE496CAE-A0A5-EF1A-8A67135EAC4087BF
https://www.hqca.ca/dslexperiences
https://www.hqca.ca/dslexperiences
https://www.albertadoctors.org/services/media-publications/presidents-letter/pl-archive/member-survey-results-urgent-omicron-meeting
https://www.para-ab.ca/awards-funding/resident-physician-month/
https://www.para-ab.ca/awards-funding/resident-physician-month/
https://www.albertaprecisionlabs.ca/hp/Page13803.aspx#details-panel15794
https://www.albertadoctors.org/news/transportation-ministry-med-review-committee
https://www.ualberta.ca/medicine/news/2021/12/fomds-10-essential-stories-of-2021.html
https://www.ualberta.ca/medicine/news/2021/12/fomds-10-essential-stories-of-2021.html
https://ucalgary.ca/news/libin-institute-researchers-identify-molecule-essential-success-commonly-used-diabetes-drug
https://ucalgary.ca/news/libin-institute-researchers-identify-molecule-essential-success-commonly-used-diabetes-drug
https://www.ucalgary.ca/news/ucalgary-researchers-aim-stop-or-prevent-epileptic-seizures
https://www.albertadoctors.org/Events/alcohol-use-disorder-liver-disease-webinar
https://cumming.ucalgary.ca/cme/courses/calendar/calendar?mkt_tok=MTYxLU9MTi05OTAAAAGA2awUZUou2NmrBmqGA0WDBd22D8TK4sOwIeW1phbAFXlaFP5DDpy8QMGa4oCkJA7KgZg94XB14Yoe_xkWHUZwo4IxQNxcWmxBbNl1bvN-DShO
https://acfp.ca/omicron-webinar-recording-dec-23/
https://hopin.com/events/introducing_cfpc_learning_in_practice?utm_source=cfpc&utm_medium=website&utm_campaign=webinar6
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Putting Recommendations into Practice: An update from the Canadian Task Force 

on Preventive Health Care 
Webinar, February 15 2022 

Rural Medicine  

WONCA World Rural Health Conference 2022 

Nominations for the 2022 Rhapsody Awards are now open 

St. Paul kicks off 2022 with new doctors and more to come 

24th Annual Rural Anesthesia for GP Anesthesiologists Conference 

Cumming School of Medicine, January 28, 2022 (virtual) 

Rural Surgical Skills Update - Postponed until 2023 

Archives 

AHS MD News Digest is published by Alberta Health Services 

To access archived issues of AHS MD News Digest, click here  

To subscribe or unsubscribe, please contact barbara.kermode-
scott@albertahealthservices.ca  

 

https://hopin.com/events/update-canadian-task-force-preventive-health-care
https://hopin.com/events/update-canadian-task-force-preventive-health-care
https://srpc.ca/event-4536019
https://rhpap.ca/news-events/nominations-for-the-2022-rhapsody-awards-are-now-open/
https://rhpap.ca/news-events/st-paul-kicks-off-2022-with-new-doctors-and-more-to-come/
https://www.albertadoctors.org/Events/rural-anesthesia-for-gps-conf
https://srpc.ca/event-4502037
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/medstaff/Page7069.aspx
mailto:barbara.kermode-scott@albertahealthservices.ca
mailto:barbara.kermode-scott@albertahealthservices.ca

