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National & International News 

Health Canada releases new data on cannabis use in Canada 

Government of Canada invests to reduce labour gaps in the health care sector 

Statement from Health Canada on FDA decision on Florida bulk drug importation 

plan 

WHO Director-General Dr Tedros end of 2023 message: Keeping the hope for 

health alive 

Latest news from WHO 

Canadian Medical Association (CMA) - Commentary: Too much paperwork is 

hurting physicians, and health care 

Patients, providers suffer as ERs are overwhelmed yet again: CMA 

Public Health Agency of Canada: Polio: Advice for travelers 

Public Health Agency of Canada: Mpox (monkeypox): Advice for travellers 

Epidemiological Update: Circulation of SARS-CoV-2 and other respiratory viruses 

in the Americas 

Provincial News 

Nominations open for Alberta’s highest honour: Albertans are encouraged to 
nominate remarkable community members, leaders and innovators for 

membership in the Alberta Order of Excellence.  

Alberta respiratory virus dashboard 
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https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/news/2024/01/health-canada-releases-new-data-on-cannabis-use-in-canada.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/news/2024/01/government-of-canada-invests-to-reduce-labour-gaps-in-the-health-care-sector.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/news/2024/01/statement-from-health-canada-on-fda-decision-on-florida-bulk-drug-importation-plan.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/news/2024/01/statement-from-health-canada-on-fda-decision-on-florida-bulk-drug-importation-plan.html
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-dr-tedros-end-of-2023-message--keeping-the-hope-for-health-alive
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-dr-tedros-end-of-2023-message--keeping-the-hope-for-health-alive
https://www.who.int/en/
https://www.cma.ca/news/commentary-too-much-paperwork-hurting-physicians-and-health-care
https://www.cma.ca/news/commentary-too-much-paperwork-hurting-physicians-and-health-care
https://www.cma.ca/about-us/what-we-do/press-room/patients-providers-suffer-ers-are-overwhelmed-yet-again-cma
https://travel.gc.ca/travelling/health-safety/travel-health-notices/508
https://travel.gc.ca/travelling/health-safety/travel-health-notices/515
https://www.paho.org/en/news/10-1-2024-epidemiological-update-circulation-sars-cov-2-and-other-respiratory-viruses-americas
https://www.paho.org/en/news/10-1-2024-epidemiological-update-circulation-sars-cov-2-and-other-respiratory-viruses-americas
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=8954852CA50F2-03F3-7D4F-D75B1949848C3816
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=8954852CA50F2-03F3-7D4F-D75B1949848C3816
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=8954852CA50F2-03F3-7D4F-D75B1949848C3816
https://www.alberta.ca/stats/dashboard/respiratory-virus-dashboard.htm
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Local doctors, local issues: Alberta Medical Association (AMA) 

It's all about health workforce: AMA President's Letter, January 10, 2024 

Diagnosis and treatment for acute care, January 4, 2024 

- AMA President's Letter, January 4, 2024 

Enhanced virtual codes anticipated January 17: Be ready, January 2, 2024 

- AMA President's Letter, January 2, 2024 

Ad campaign. First action acute care crisis. 

AMA President's Letter, December 28, 2023 

Novavax COVID-19 vaccine: administration and availability 

A Conversation - Physician wellness and mental illness in physicians and 
surgeons 

January 24, 2024 

Twenty-four student-run initiatives awarded funding from sponsorship program: 

AMA 

Health Quality Council of Alberta 

Zone medical staff associations 

Alberta Wait Times Reporting Website 

Upcoming events, news and latest updates: AMA 

College of Physicians & Surgeons of Alberta: News and events 

Alberta Health Services (AHS) - For authorized AHS users only 

AHS Update: Work underway to meet 2023-24 budget, progress reported in 

Health Workforce Strategy update 

COVID-19: Latest updates: Last updated, January 12, 2024 

- Including COVID-19 Staff and Physician Resources 

Connect Care Launch 8 will take place on May 4, 2024. 

Work Safe Blog: Blogs of 2023 that made a difference 

AHS Zoom & MS Teams Backgrounds 

https://www.albertadoctors.org/news/local-doctors-local-issues
https://www.albertadoctors.org/services/media-publications/presidents-letter/pl-archive/its-all-about-health-workforce
https://www.albertadoctors.org/services/media-publications/presidents-letter/pl-archive/diagnosis-treatment-acute-care
https://www.albertadoctors.org/services/media-publications/presidents-letter/pl-archive/enhanced-virtual-codes-jan-17
https://www.albertadoctors.org/services/media-publications/presidents-letter/pl-archive/ama-ad-campaign-arp-update
https://www.albertadoctors.org/news/novavax-vaccine-administration-availability
https://www.albertadoctors.org/Events/a-conversation-physician-wellness
https://www.albertadoctors.org/Events/a-conversation-physician-wellness
https://www.albertadoctors.org/news/24-student-initiatives-awarded-sponsorship
https://www.albertadoctors.org/news/24-student-initiatives-awarded-sponsorship
https://hqca.ca/
https://www.albertadoctors.org/leaders-partners/leaders/zmsas/news
http://waittimes.alberta.ca/
https://www.albertadoctors.org/services/media-publications/presidents-letter/pl-archive/good-faith-claims-restored
https://cpsa.ca/news-events/
https://insite.albertahealthservices.ca/news/ns/2024/Page28445.aspx
https://insite.albertahealthservices.ca/news/ns/2024/Page28445.aspx
https://insite.albertahealthservices.ca/tools/Page24291.aspx
https://insite.albertahealthservices.ca/default.aspx
https://insite.albertahealthservices.ca/social/speak/ws/Page28430.aspx
https://insite.albertahealthservices.ca/tools/Page25406.aspx
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Pediatric Rehab Advice Line connects caregivers to the right care 

AHS Store 

- The AHS Store provides a one-stop-shop for members of the AHS family to 
share their pride for the work they do every day for Albertans. Several new items 

are available for staff purchase and a few limited edition items were brought back 
due to popular demand. Please check back often as new items will be added 

throughout the year. 

This week's Insite tip: Stay up to date on inclusive hiring best practices 

InfoCare: Encryption, AHS Information, & You 

Interchange: January 11, 2024 

Calgary Zone 

Central Zone 

Edmonton Zone 

North Zone 

South Zone 

Laboratory Bulletins - Healthcare Providers 

Support During Challenging Times - Employee and family assistance program 

What's your balance? - 2024 

Alberta Health Services - Provincial and regional news  

Medical staff: bi-weekly update: January 12. 2024 

MD Culture Shift newsletter: January 2024 

Together4Health Headlines - Health News You Can Use 

A biweekly e-newsletter designed to keep you informed of decisions being made 

to protect and support Albertans, key public health information, and opportunities 
for you to connect with AHS... 

News and events: Medical Staff 

Edmonton, Calgary and Red Deer celebrate the first babies of the new year 

https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/news/Page17982.aspx
https://insite.albertahealthservices.ca/about/Page22490.aspx
https://insite.albertahealthservices.ca/tools/tips/Page12817.aspx
https://insite.albertahealthservices.ca/tools/infocare/Page22744.aspx
https://insite.albertahealthservices.ca/assets/newsletters/interchange/2024-01-11/index.html
https://insite.albertahealthservices.ca/Page7660.aspx
https://insite.albertahealthservices.ca/Page7783.aspx
https://insite.albertahealthservices.ca/Page7788.aspx
https://insite.albertahealthservices.ca/Page7789.aspx
https://insite.albertahealthservices.ca/Page7790.aspx
https://www.albertaprecisionlabs.ca/hp/Page13803.aspx
https://insite.albertahealthservices.ca/hr/Page964.aspx
https://insite.albertahealthservices.ca/social/wyb/Page17531.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/assets/info/hp/phys/if-hp-phys-cmo-update-2024-01-12.pdf
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/assets/info/hp/phys/if-hp-phys-newsletter-2024-01-md-culture-shift.pdf
https://albertahealthservices.us19.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=51896ef4fddd7eab3f34dcdb0&id=c55881e23b
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/medstaff/Page7069.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/news/Page17949.aspx
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Palliative partnerships restore sight for transplant patients 

- AHS-led initiative reduces wait times for corneal transplants. 

Clarification on use of imported pain medication in hospitals 

- Alberta Health Services (AHS) would like to provide some clarification around 

the use of acetaminophen imported from Turkey last winter. 

Festive stockings the stuff of lasting memories- Friends of Chinook chip in with 

memorable gifts for hospital’s smallest patients. 

Feeling the magic of Christmas 

- Innisfail LTC residents enjoy memorable holiday season. 

Tofield Health Centre heliport temporarily closed during facility roof repairs 

Work underway to resolve Royal Alexandra Hospital heat issue 

Public invited to online Health Advisory Council meeting - Edmonton, January 17, 
2024 

- Zoom meeting with Greater Edmonton Health Advisory Council 

Confirmed Influenza A outbreaks: North Zone, MOH Bulletin 

Clinical, Research and Education News 

Machine learning used to predict future health as Canadians age 

- Data-crunching programs can detect patterns to inform your medical care as 

you get older: UAlberta. 

U of A team uncovers new biological marker for scleroderma 
- Simple blood test can predict who will get severe disease and could also point 

the way to future treatments. 

UAlberta Alumni Q&A: Chris Le, MD 2013 

- MD '13 grad talks about his 10-year class reunion, his medical podcast and his 
advice for current MD students. 

 
Seven things you should know about job burnout 

- An expert in occupational medicine weighs in on the often hidden workplace 
hazard and what’s behind it - UAlberta 

U of A psychiatry researcher one of six Canadians awarded prestigious grant 

- Research scientist Yang Liu received a 2023 Young Investigator Grant from the 

Brain & Behavior Research Foundation. 

https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/news/Page17974.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/news/Page17970.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/news/Page17972.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/news/Page17969.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/news/Page17957.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/news/Page17977.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/news/Page17970.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/news/Page17970.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/medstaff/Page7082.aspx
https://www.ualberta.ca/folio/2024/01/machine-learning-used-to-predict-future-health-as-canadians-age.html
https://www.ualberta.ca/folio/2024/01/u-of-a-team-uncovers-new-biological-marker-for-scleroderma.html
https://www.ualberta.ca/medicine/news/2024/01/alumni-qa-chris-le-md-2013post.html
https://www.ualberta.ca/folio/2024/01/seven-things-you-should-know-about-job-burnout.html
https://www.ualberta.ca/medicine/news/2024/01/u-of-a-psychiatry-researcher-one-of-six-canadians-awarded-prestigious-grant.html


5 | P a g e  

 

Medical Record Keeping, January 19 and April 18, 2024 

- Virtual event, University of Calgary 

2024 Paediatric Infectious Disease Conference - February 9-11, 2024, Banff 

Family Medicine & Rural Medicine 

Congratulations to Dr. Francine Lemire on her appointment to the Order of 

Canada 

Share your knowledge at FMF 2024/ Vancouver, November 6 - 9, 2024: College 
of Family Physicians of Canada 

CFPC: Become an examiner today - Play a critical role in the CFPC examination 

process 

Advanced Trauma Life Support Refresher Course 

January 30, 2023, University of Calgary. This course is designed for doctors and 
advanced practice clinicians (nurse practitioner and physician assistant). It is 

updated every four years and includes evidence-based improvements in the 
initial care over the first hour of trauma care, transfer of care, team building and 

triage. 

31st Annual Rural & Remote Medicine Conference - April 18 - 20, 2023 - 

Edmonton, AB 

Family Medicine Summit 2024, March 1-3, 2024, Banff, Alberta 

Doctor finds her ‘giddy up’ in Blairmore with support from RhPAP program 

Speech-language pathologist targets stubborn sounds after RhPAP-funded 

training 

Archives 

AHS MD News Digest is published by Alberta Health Services 

To access archived issues of AHS MD News Digest, click here  

To subscribe or unsubscribe, contact barbara.kermode-

scott@albertahealthservices.ca 

 

 

https://www.albertadoctors.org/Events/cumming-school-med-record-keeping
http://www.pediatricinfectiousdisease.ca/
https://www.cfpc.ca/en/congratulations-to-dr-francine-lemire-on-her-appointment-to-the-order-of-canada
https://www.cfpc.ca/en/congratulations-to-dr-francine-lemire-on-her-appointment-to-the-order-of-canada
https://fmf.cfpc.ca/abstracts/
https://fmf.cfpc.ca/abstracts/
https://www.cfpc.ca/en/member-services/for-examiners
https://www.cfpc.ca/en/member-services/for-examiners
https://www.albertadoctors.org/9430.aspx
https://srpc.ca/event-5259226
https://web.cvent.com/event/49fe460a-af89-4dcb-ba46-059253fb122e/summary
https://rhpap.ca/news-events/doctor-finds-her-giddy-up-in-blairmore-with-support-from-rhpap-program/
https://rhpap.ca/news-events/speech-language-pathologist-targets-stubborn-sounds-after-rhpap-funded-training/
https://rhpap.ca/news-events/speech-language-pathologist-targets-stubborn-sounds-after-rhpap-funded-training/
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/medstaff/Page18292.aspx
mailto:barbara.kermode-scott@albertahealthservices.ca
mailto:barbara.kermode-scott@albertahealthservices.ca


6 | P a g e  

 

 

 

 


