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Alberta Health Services (AHS) - For authorized AHS users only 

Health System Refocus and Legislative Amendments 

Message from Athana Mentzelopoulos, AHS President & CEO, and Kerry Bayles, 

Incoming CEO Recovery Alberta, May 14, 2024 

AHS Update: May 17, 2024 
The latest on AHS wildfire response, new resources to enhance retention,  

food-from-home guidelines updated. 

Illicit drug use in our healthcare facilities 

Message from Athana Mentzelopoulos, AHS President & CEO, May 14, 2024 

Alberta Atlas of Healthcare Variation 

Message from Athana Mentzelopoulos, AHS President & CEO, May 13, 2024 

AHS Interchange: May 23, 2024 

AHS Interchange: May 16, 2024 

2024 Wildfire Updates & Resources 

Tikkun Olam: a better world - Work Safe Blog 

Restore the sparkle - Work Safe Blog 

Prepare for life's uncertainties 
 

National Indigenous Peoples Month 

Laboratory Bulletins - Healthcare Providers 
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https://insite.albertahealthservices.ca/news/ns/2024/Page28707.aspx
https://insite.albertahealthservices.ca/news/ns/2024/Page28700.aspx
https://insite.albertahealthservices.ca/news/ns/2024/Page28701.aspx
https://insite.albertahealthservices.ca/Page28699.aspx
https://insite.albertahealthservices.ca/assets/newsletters/interchange/2024-05-23/index.html
https://insite.albertahealthservices.ca/assets/newsletters/interchange/2024-05-16/index.html
https://insite.albertahealthservices.ca/Page23190.aspx
https://insite.albertahealthservices.ca/social/speak/ws/Page28709.aspx
https://insite.albertahealthservices.ca/social/speak/ws/Page28708.aspx
https://insite.albertahealthservices.ca/social/speak/ws/Page28690.aspx
https://insite.albertahealthservices.ca/news/ch/Page24721.aspx
https://www.albertaprecisionlabs.ca/hp/Page13803.aspx
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Alberta Health Services - Provincial and regional news  

Medical staff update: May 17, 2024 

This Issue: Wildfire Update; Indigenous Learning Requirement; Alberta Atlas of 
Healthcare Variation; World Family Doctor Day; Health Workforce Strategy 

Cultural Competency in Healthcare Webinar; ECG Low-Level Cardiac Testing 
Initiative; Physician Learning; Career Opportunities; Resources and Supports for 

Physicians; and more. 

Get a heart valve today, go home tomorrow 

Stollery, Mazankowski make medical history with teen patient and new 
technology. 

Arthur Child strikes environmental 'gold' 

Calgary’s new cancer centre praised for green and healthy design. 
 

The (clinic) floor is lava! 
Physio disguised as play by Children’s Allied Health physiotherapists 

Meet an audiologist who makes visits enjoyable for kids 

Treaty Six flag flies at Wetaskiwin hospital after historic flag raising 

Hours added for youth addiction, mental health services - Grande Prairie 

Strathmore community lab moves to larger location next month 

High Level's first continuing care home spaces to open 

Picture Butte ambulatory clinic to open later this month 

Guillain-Barré patient back on his feet 

Farmer credits plasma-exchange treatment in Red Deer for swift recovery. 

Temporary continuing care beds added in Wetaskiwin 

Temporary Laboratory Access Change at Lacombe Hospital and Care Centre 

Temporary disruptions at George McDougall - Smoky Lake Healthcare Centre 

Emergency Department 

Temporary disruption at William J. Cadzow – Lac La Biche Healthcare Centre 

Faces of the Foundations: Crystal Elliott of the Chinook Regional Hospital 
Foundation 

https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/assets/info/hp/phys/if-hp-phys-cmo-update-2024-05-17.pdf
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/news/Page18224.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/news/Page18221.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/news/Page18223.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/news/Page18222.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/news/Page18231.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/news/Page18236.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/news/Page18227.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/news/Page18226.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/news/Page18230.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/news/Page18218.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/news/Page18210.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/news/Page18207.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/news/Page18237.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/news/Page18237.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/news/Page18235.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/news/Page18219.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/news/Page18219.aspx
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Faces of the Foundations: Keith Curtis of the Grande Prairie Regional Hospital 

Foundation 

Together4Health Headlines - Health News You Can Use 

 - A biweekly e-newsletter designed to keep you informed of decisions being 

made to protect and support Albertans, key public health information, and 
opportunities for you to connect with AHS... 

Provincial News 

Setting the foundation for a refocused health system 
Proposed legislation would support the refocusing of Alberta’s health care system 

to ensure Albertans get the care they need when and where they need it. 

Funding to support Albertans as they age 

A new Aging with Dignity funding agreement with the federal government will 
enhance Alberta’s continuing care transformation efforts to support Albertans as 

they age.  

AMA in the news 

Acute care video. Leaders needed 

AMA President's Letter, May 24, 2024 

Waiting for cancer care is the new normal 

AMA President's Letter, May 17, 2024 

Acute care is an aneurysm ready to rupture 

AMA President's Letter, May 14, 2024 

News coverage: Local Doctors, Local Issues 

Alberta respiratory virus dashboard 

College of Physicians and Surgeons of Alberta: Opportunities 

Health Quality Council of Alberta 

AMA Events (+ news and updates) 

Clinical, Research and Education News 

Five UCalgary faculty members named 2024 Killam Annual Professors 

Scholars internationally recognized for research excellence, community 
engagement and mentorship across disciplines. 

https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/news/Page18204.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/news/Page18204.aspx
https://albertahealthservices.us19.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=51896ef4fddd7eab3f34dcdb0&id=c55881e23b
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=90357B4B4BB3A-EDDE-3EBB-DEE7D4ACF85C6104
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=9040280F25A17-DDA3-C3EF-A20BF11C00A094C0
https://www.albertadoctors.org/news/ama-news-coverage
https://www.albertadoctors.org/services/media-publications/presidents-letter/pl-archive/acute-care-video-leaders-needed
https://www.albertadoctors.org/services/media-publications/presidents-letter/pl-archive/waiting-for-cancer-care
https://www.albertadoctors.org/services/media-publications/presidents-letter/pl-archive/acute-care-is-ready-to-rupture
https://www.albertadoctors.org/news/news-coverage-local-doctors-local-issues
https://www.alberta.ca/stats/dashboard/respiratory-virus-dashboard.htm
https://cpsa.ca/about-cpsa/career-opportunities/
https://hqca.ca/
https://www.albertadoctors.org/
https://news.ucalgary.ca/news/five-ucalgary-faculty-members-named-2024-killam-annual-professors
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Patients with neurological disease are likelier to die after COVID 

University of Alberta study also shows higher numbers of new neurological 
disorder diagnoses among people with pre-existing conditions in the months after 

they have COVID. 

Advocates hope Alberta will follow new guidelines, lower breast cancer screening 
age to 40 

Earlier screening can speed diagnosis, improve prognosis and save money, 
experts say. 

University of Calgary: Cumming School of Medicine - Events 

Class of 2024: Precision Health Program grad motivated by opportunity to 
elevate patient voice 

Master’s student Coty Ong is part of program’s first graduating class 

One year in, The Summit transforms mental health care for youth in Calgary 

Every patient has an opportunity to improve the outcome for the next young 
person to walk in the front door. 

In Memoriam: Kimberley Nix, Cumming School of Medicine 

UCalgary medical program offers extraordinary rural experience 

Davis Yawney’s journey from learner to rural doctor serves as example for next 

generation. 

A Mother’s Day recruitment milestone in child health research 
Preterm infant research study still seeking moms-to-be. 

Researcher passionate about improving patient experiences 

Dr. Maoliosa Donald breaks down barriers to ensure research findings are 

implemented into clinical practice. 

Arrhythmia 101 

Heart failure nurse liaison passionate about improving patient care 

Department of Medicine - Calgary 

Department of Medicine - University of Alberta 

Alberta Sexual Assault Course and Conference 

June 8, 2024 

 

https://www.ualberta.ca/folio/2024/05/patients-with-neurological-disease-are-likelier-to-die-after-covid.html
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/advocates-hope-alberta-will-follow-new-guidelines-lower-breast-cancer-screening-age-to-40-1.7206704
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/advocates-hope-alberta-will-follow-new-guidelines-lower-breast-cancer-screening-age-to-40-1.7206704
https://events.ucalgary.ca/cumming/
https://news.ucalgary.ca/news/precision-health-program-grad-motivated-opportunity-elevate-patient-voice
https://news.ucalgary.ca/news/precision-health-program-grad-motivated-opportunity-elevate-patient-voice
https://news.ucalgary.ca/news/one-year-summit-transforms-mental-health-care-youth-calgary
https://news.ucalgary.ca/news/memoriam-kimberley-nix-cumming-school-medicine
https://news.ucalgary.ca/news/ucalgary-medical-program-offers-extraordinary-rural-experience
https://research4kids.ucalgary.ca/news/mothers-day-recruitment-milestone-child-health-research
https://news.ucalgary.ca/news/researcher-passionate-about-improving-patient-experiences
https://news.ucalgary.ca/news/arrhythmia-101
https://news.ucalgary.ca/news/heart-failure-nurse-liaison-passionate-about-improving-patient-care
https://cumming.ucalgary.ca/departments/medicine/medicine
https://www.ualberta.ca/department-of-medicine/index.html
https://www.albertadoctors.org/Events/ab-sexual-assault-course-conf
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National & International News 

77th World Health Assembly May 27-June 1, 2024 

All for health, health for all 

Tobacco and nicotine industry tactics addict youth for life 
Young people using e-cigarettes at rates higher than adults in many countries. 

WHO 

Latest news from WHO 

Government of Canada supports development & point-of-care dissemination of 

national antimicrobial prescribing guidelines  

Canadian Medical Association AGM will be held virtually on May 29, 2024 

CMA remains extremely concerned about the impact of capital gains tax proposal 

on access to care 

Family Medicine & Rural Medicine 

Celebrating World Family Doctor Day 2024 

 

Alberta Government’s Declaration of World Family Doctor Day 

Visits to the Alberta Find a Doctor website topped 1 million for the first time last 

year, as Albertans struggled to find a primary care provider accepting new 
patients. 

Celebrating Leadership: Dr. Sarah Lespérance's Achievements and Welcoming Dr. 

Gavin Parker, of Pincher Creek, as SRPC's New President 

Alberta College of Family Physicians - Executive Director’s Message – May 2024 

ED's Messages, Featured Stories, News and Events 

New Free Online Self-Learning Modules – CVD Risk Screening and Dyslipidemia 
Treatment for ASCVD Primary Prevention 

Primary Health Care Updates, May 17, 2024 

Alberta College of Family Physicians - News and events 

Department of Family Medicine - Calgary 

Department of Family Medicine - University of Alberta 

https://www.who.int/about/accountability/governance/world-health-assembly/seventy-seventh
https://www.who.int/news/item/23-05-2024-tobacco-and-nicotine-industry-tactics-addict-youth-for-life
https://www.who.int/en/
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/news/2024/05/government-of-canada-supports-development--point-of-care-dissemination-of-national-antimicrobial-prescribing-guidelines.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/news/2024/05/government-of-canada-supports-development--point-of-care-dissemination-of-national-antimicrobial-prescribing-guidelines.html
https://www.cma.ca/about-us/how-were-governed/annual-general-meeting
https://www.cma.ca/about-us/what-we-do/press-room/cma-remains-extremely-concerned-about-impact-capital-gains-tax-proposal-access-care
https://www.cma.ca/about-us/what-we-do/press-room/cma-remains-extremely-concerned-about-impact-capital-gains-tax-proposal-access-care
https://acfp.ca/celebrating-world-family-doctor-day-2024/
https://acfp.ca/alberta-government-declaration-of-world-family-doctor-day/
https://albertafindadoctor.ca/news/visits-to-website-top-1-million-as-albertans-struggle-to-find-family-doctors
https://albertafindadoctor.ca/news/visits-to-website-top-1-million-as-albertans-struggle-to-find-family-doctors
https://albertafindadoctor.ca/news/visits-to-website-top-1-million-as-albertans-struggle-to-find-family-doctors
https://srpc.ca/news-and-updates/13353516
https://srpc.ca/news-and-updates/13353516
https://acfp.ca/executive-directors-message-may-2024/
https://acfp.ca/new-free-online-self-learning-modules-cvd-risk-screening-and-dyslipidemia-treatment-for-ascvd-primary-prevention/
https://acfp.ca/new-free-online-self-learning-modules-cvd-risk-screening-and-dyslipidemia-treatment-for-ascvd-primary-prevention/
https://acfp.ca/news-and-events/
https://cumming.ucalgary.ca/departments/family-medicine/home
https://www.ualberta.ca/family-medicine/index.html
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FFYFP Blog – Guidebook in the Making 

RhPAP News and Events 

Archives 

AHS MD News Digest is published by Alberta Health Services 

To access archived issues of AHS MD News Digest, click here 

To subscribe or unsubscribe, contact barbara.kermode-

scott@albertahealthservices.ca 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://acfp.ca/ffyfp-blog-guidebook-in-the-making/
https://rhpap.ca/news-events/virginia-layton-2024-rural-medical-school-award-recipient/
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/medstaff/Page18794.aspx
mailto:barbara.kermode-scott@albertahealthservices.ca
mailto:barbara.kermode-scott@albertahealthservices.ca

