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Update: Bicillin L-A® (Benzathine Penicillin G) Shortage – Interim Alberta Syphilis Guidance 

There is a national shortage of Bicillin L-A®. To help mitigate this shortage, Health Canada has 
permitted the temporary importation of Lentocilin® (benzathine benzylpenicillin). Until supply 
stabilizes, the following interim clinical direction (aligned with PHAC guidance) applies across the 
province: 

Lentocilin® is available for use in syphilis cases and contacts who are: 

• pregnant, or

• persons whose adherence to treatment and follow-up is uncertain.

Bicillin LA® is reserved for syphilis cases and contacts who are: 
• infants <1 month of age, or

• allergic to Lentocilin®.

For all other suspected or confirmed non-neurological syphilis, the recommended treatment is: 
• Doxycycline 100 mg orally twice daily for 14 days (primary, secondary, or early latent syphilis)

• Doxycycline 100 mg orally twice daily for 28 days (late latent syphilis)

For patient treatment history, case consultation, or medication access, contact STI Centralized 
Services at 1-855-945-6700 (option 4). 

Due to limited supply clinics are asked to place small, incremental orders to avoid stock-outs. 

Thank you for your continued collaboration in ensuring safe and effective syphilis treatment during this 
national shortage. 

Sincerely, 

Kristin Klein MD FRCPC MHA  
Deputy Chief Medical Officer of Health, Communicable Disease Control 
Office of the Chief Medical Officer of Health 
Preventative and Primary Health Care, Government of Alberta 
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