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Patient’s Death in the Home Setting
(Private Home or Seniors’ Lodge) — Algorithm for Health Care Providers

Note - for ALA Home and Community Care Health Care Provider *In the home for unwitnessed patient
deaths

Find a deceased patient

(patient has no breath or pulse)

Are you SURE that
the patient has no breath and no
pulse?

No, I'm UNSURE Yes, I'm SURE

Does patient
meet criteria for
not giving resuscitation?

- Dependent lividity (pooling of blood that causes skin

to turn a purple/ red colour)
NO or UNSURE - Rigor Mortis YES
- Decomposed.
Is therea
Goals of Care Designation (GCD) Order?
(look for a plastic Green Sleeve on or
NO near the fridge) YES
v v
GCD order GCD order is
is R1 R2, R3, M1, M2,
(includes C1lorC2
CPR) (excludes CPR)
v Vv v
Call 911 Do NOT
Call 911
NO YES
Are you trained to
provide CPR? YES
v
Start CPR v
v until EHS/ Medical First S G
. : Responders come to 0
You may provide CPR with You may
guidance from 911 dispatch provide CPR take over care start CPR
Call supervisor/ manager on call ASAP for next steps

Supervisor/ manager on call will tell you if you need to call 911 for |
police investigation or the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

*Health care providers are accountable to work within their role and scope of practice, employer policy and position
description.
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