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Key Message 

• To protect the public and staff while ensuring access to laboratory services for all Albertans, Alberta 
Precision Laboratories (APL), in collaboration with Alberta Health Services Public Health, has 
developed defined specimen collection pathways for all measles testing. The specimen collection 
pathway document has been updated as of June 27, 2025. 

• Updates include the addition of zone-specific resources as well as weekend/holiday contact information 
for urgent asymptomatic/exposed individuals requiring measles specimen collection (Part 2 Scenario 
C). 
 

Background 
• Depending on the clinical need (e.g., asymptomatic Measles IgG immunity testing of non-exposed or 

exposed individuals/groups vs. symptomatic IgM and/or NAT/PCR diagnostic testing of measles) and 
the patient’s community setting, specimen collection is required at designated locations and times.  

• Only urine and blood specimens can be collected by APL.  
 
How this will impact you 

• You are now required to follow the appropriate specimen collection pathway when arranging all 
measles testing. 

 
Action Required 

• Familiarize yourself with and follow Measles Specimen Collection Pathway (Measles Specimen 
Collection Pathways) when arranging for specimen collection. 

• Booking through the APL patient appointment line 1-877-702-4486 is essential to ensure 
appropriate and safe access to measles testing.  

• Refer to the Laboratory Testing for Suspected Measles Laboratory Bulletin for additional guidance on 
measles testing.  

 
Effective Immediately 
 
Questions/Concerns 

• Dr. Peet van der Walt, Associate Medical Director, Community Services, North Sector, APL 
• Dr. Graham Tipples, Medical-Scientific Director, Public Health Laboratory, APL 

 
Approved by 

• Dr. Carolyn O’Hara, Interim Chief Medical Laboratory Officer, APL 
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https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/assets/info/ppih/if-ppih-measles-specimen-collection-pathway.pdf
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