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TO: North Zone Physicians, Healthcare Providers, Laboratory Staff 
FROM: Megan Boire, Manager Area 3 North Sector, Alberta Precison Laboratories (APL) 
RE: Temporary Change to Bonnyville Microbiology and Endocrine Testing 

PLEASE POST OR DISTRIBUTE AS WIDELY AS APPROPRIATE 

Key Message 
• Effective June 28, 2021, due to the evolving situation with COVID-19 (pandemic testing support) and

staff shortages, the following temporary testing changes will occur at the Bonnyville Health Centre
laboratory

o Specimens will be sent to the DynaLife Diagnostics in Edmonton for the below testing for an
indeterminate time:
 Microbiology testing (Blood Cultures, CSF, Fluid, and Hardware from surgery) for

Bonnyville and all sites referring testing to Bonnyville.
 Endocrine testing (TSH, FT4, T3F, Vit B12, Ferritin, FSH, LH) for Bonnyville patients.

Background 
• Current staffing levels at the site do not support the processing and testing of microbiology and

endocrine samples.  This change enhances the lab’s ability to sustain essential testing at the site.
• As staffing levels increase this change will be reevaluated.

How this will impact you 
• Results delivery will follow the same process as for other referred out testing.  Results will not be

available in Meditech. Refer to Netcare.
• The impact on the turnaround time will be minimal.

Action Required 
• No change in ordering.  All Microbiology samples and endocrine samples should be packed in transport

boxes designated for Dynalife.

Questions/Concerns 
• Megan Boire: Manager, Area 3, North Sector, APL Megan.Boire@albertaprecisionlabs.ca
• Mireille Kattar: Clinical Pathologist, Area 3, North Sector, APL Mireille.Kattar@albertapresionlabs.ca

Approved by 
• Dr. Michael Mengel, North Sector Medical Director, APL Chair Department of Laboratory Medicine and

Pathology, University of Alberta
• Dr. Raymond Lai, Medical Director, DynaLIFE Medical Labs
• Norma Page, VP Clinical Operations, DynaLIFE Medical Labs
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