
Laboratory Bulletin

 

 

 

Date:  November 23, 2012  
 
To:   Edmonton Zone, Central Zone (Camrose and Lloydminster) and North Zone 

(Former Aspen Region and Northern Lights Region) 
  Physicians, Nurse Practitioners and Laboratory Directors and Managers 
 
From:  DynaLIFEDx Diagnostic Laboratory Services 
 
Re:  Discontinuation of Chlamydia trachomatis Direct Fluorescent Antibody Testing 
 

PLEASE POST OR DISTRIBUTE AS WIDELY AS APPROPRIATE 
 
Key Messages: 
 

 Effective January 15, 2013, DynaLIFEDx will be discontinuing direct fluorescent antibody 
(DFA) testing for Chlamydia trachomatis. The use of antigen tests for the detection of 
Chlamydia trachomatis is no longer state of the art.  Chlamydia trachomatis and Neisseria 
gonorrhoeae nucleic acid amplification testing (NAAT) on the GEN-PROBE® APTIMA® will 
still be available at DynaLIFEDx.   

 DynaLIFEDx has validated the GEN-PROBE® APTIMA® for the detection of Chlamydia 
trachomatis and Neisseria gonorrhoeae in specimens from genital and non-genital (eyes, 
throat, rectal) sites.  

  
Action Required: 
 

 GEN-PROBE® APTIMA® collection kits are available to all health care providers through 
established supply sources (i.e. Alberta Health Services for AHS hospitals and facilities; 
DynaLIFEDx Materials Management for other locations).   

 The GEN-PROBE® APTIMA® unisex swab specimen collection kit may be used for non-urine 
specimens and the GEN-PROBE® APTIMA® urine specimen collection kit may be used for 
urine specimens. 
 

For additional questions contact:  
 

 Dr. Bob Verity, DynaLIFEDx Microbiology Director, at:  780-451-3702 ext. 8157 or the 
DynaLIFEDX Microbiologist-On-Call at: 780-451-3702. 

 
This bulletin has been reviewed and approved by: 
 
Dr. Raymond Lai, Medical Director, DynaLIFEDx Diagnostic Laboratory Services 
Dr. Robert Rennie, AHS Deputy Zone Clinical Department Head, Laboratory Services, Edmonton Zone  
Dr. James Wesenberg, AHS Provincial Medical / Scientific Director, Laboratory Services 


