
Laboratory Bulletin 

 

 

 

Date:  June 19, 2014 
To:   South Zone Physicians  
From:  AHS Laboratory Services  
Re:  CSF Testing in Transmissible Spongiform Encephalopathy (TSE) or Prion Disease 
 

PLEASE POST OR DISTRIBUTE AS WIDELY AS APPROPRIATE 
 
 
 
Key Messages: 
 
For Brooks/ Pincher Creek:  

• CSF samples will not be collected from known positive or suspect/at-risk TSE or Prion Disease 
patients. 

 
For CRH/MHRH:  

• CSF samples that are TSE or Prion Disease positive will be referred to the National Microbiology 
Laboratory for testing. 
 

• An algorithm (see attached flow chart) has been developed for management of CSF samples from 
suspect and/or at risk TSE or Prion disease patients.  A WBC count will be performed.  Decisions for 
further testing will be dependent on the results from the WBC. (see attached flow chart).  

 
Why this is important:  

• Testing of these samples required enhanced containment (Level III) precautions for staff when 
processing. 

 
Action Required: 

• Laboratory must be notified prior to collection of CSF on a suspect and/or at risk TSE or Prion disease 
patient.  

 
• Lab will provide sample container to be used to safely transport samples from the floor to the Lab. 

 
• Pathologist will be notified by staff to assist with the management of the sample. 
 

 
Inquiries and feedback may be directed to:  

• Dr  Barbara Popma 
• Dr  Michael O’Connor 

 
This bulletin has been reviewed and approved by: 
 

• Dr  Barbara Popma 
• Dr  Michael O’Connor 
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JOB AID PRION PRECAUTIONS (LEVEL 3 CONTAINMENT) FOR CSF 
 

CSF sample collected with suspicion the patient is CJD positive 
(i.e. CJD1433CSF ordered)

Cell count only performed on CSF sample using 
containment level 3 precautions.

Refer to Level 3 Precautions SOP

Is CSFWBC within reference range or 
would be if not for traumatic tap?Yes

No further testing performed on 
site. 

Send sample to National 
Microbiology Lab in Winnipeg for 

CJD marker testing

Add canned text to CSFWBC 
Result:

CRH: LHCSFCJD1 
MHRH: CSFCJD1

“TNP” all other Hematology, 
Chem, Micro & Cytology tests 

ordered

Additional testing (i.e. Chem, Micro, 
Cytology) will be completed following 

containment level 2 (standard) 
precautions.

Send  sample to National Microbiology 
Lab in Winnipeg for CJD marker testing.

No

END

Add Medical Co-Lead to requisition as other doctor

Evidence of previous positive result?
Check for CJDPOS Marker

CJDPOS marker or Hx of 
CJD1433CSF test positive result

DO NOT PERFORM TESTING!  
Send sample to National 

Microbiology Lab

Yes No

END

 
 


