
Laboratory Bulletin

 

 

 

Date:  June 21, 2010 

To:   Alberta Health Services (AHS) 
Physicians, Cross Cancer Institute (CCI) –  Administration, Oncologists, Out Patient 
Department, Nursing Units, Pharmacy, Diagnostic Imaging, Radiation Therapy, Clinical 
Research Unit, Tom Baker Cancer Centre (TBCC) Translational Laboratory, Laboratory 
Directors and Managers 

From:   AHS Edmonton and Area, Laboratory Services 

Re:  Transition of CCI Sunrise Laboratory Information System (LIS) to Sunquest (LIS) 
 

PLEASE POST OR DISTRIBUTE AS WIDELY AS APPROPRIATE 
 
Key Message 
 
The Cross Cancer Institute Sunrise Laboratory Information System (LIS) will be transitioning to the Sunquest 
Laboratory Information System effective Monday, June 28, 2010.  This transition will provide consistency with 
laboratory result reporting across the Edmonton Zone. 
 
What to expect with this transition 
 
General laboratory test results reported on Cancer Care Patients from CCI will now be issued in a new report 
format.  Test results will be accessible in both Netcare and the CCI Aria Hospital Information System.  Paper 
distribution of lab reports to physicians will continue. Included are report format examples representing 
Cumulative reports (in patients) and Event reports (out patients).   
 
New Critical Ranges and Laboratory Result Phoning Protocol  
Platelets  <20 X 109/L*** 
Hemoglobin  <60 g/L 
APTT   >135 seconds 
Absolute Neut  <0.6 (routine out patients only) 
 
***Critical results of platelets less than 20 will be phoned on the first day to the nurse or physician.  Each 
subsequent day until day 7 the comment “Result previously critical” will appear beside the result. 
 
New Reference Ranges  
Erythrocyte Sedimentation Rate  (ESR)    Male 0 – 10 mm/hr Female 0 – 15 mm/hr  
Lactate Dehydrogenase (LD)   100 – 225 U/L 
The WBC differential will be reported as both absolute and percent values.  The reporting of percent values is a 
temporary measure which will be re evaluated at a later date as part of an update to differential reporting 
throughout the Edmonton Zone.   
  
Additional Information 
Clinical Trials and Serum Tumour Marker result reporting will continue to be supported by the Sunrise 
Laboratory Information System. Transition plans are underway and will be communicated at a later date. 
 
Your cooperation and patience as we continue to improve our laboratory infrastructure are appreciated.  
 
Inquiries and feedback may be directed to: 
 
Betty Allen, Manager, Cancer Services at (780) 432-8705 
 
This bulletin has been reviewed and approved by Dr. Robert Rennie and Dr. Tom Higa. 
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