
 

TM1713 Use and Maintenance – Satellite Blood Storage Refrigerator Rev 2.03 

 

 

REFRIGERATOR USE 
 

Only blood and blood products requiring refrigeration may be stored in the blood refrigerator. 
 

Only store blood when the temperature is between 2ºC - 6ºC AND the alarms are functioning. 

   
If the refrigerator and/or alarms are not operating correctly or if this unit is taken out of service, notify 

Transfusion Medicine and place a sign on it indicating it is out of service. 

 
 Only matched red cell units, reserved plasma, IV Immune Globulin, and Rh Immune Globulin. 

 Do not store food/beverages or specimens. 
 Blood left out of this refrigerator greater than 60 minutes must be sent to Transfusion Medicine for disposal. 

Advise TM the product needs to be disposed. 

 Platelets that have been put in the refrigerator must be sent back to Transfusion Medicine for disposal. 
Advise TM the platelet needs to be disposed. 

 

 

ORs: Return units to Transfusion Medicine at the end of the day,  

PCUs: Return units to Transfusion Medicine as per the cancellation date on 
the transfusion tag or when the patient is discharged or transferred. 

 
MAINTENANCE 

 

Operating temperature of this refrigerator is 2°C - 6°C. 
 

Daily: 
 

1. Check the refrigerator temperature by reading the digital display. 
2. Record the temperature and initials of the person doing the check. 
3. Review the chart monitor to ensure it is recording the correct temperature and that the chart is moving. If 

the chart recorder is not recording notify Maintenance and manually record temperature every 4 hours. 
4. Ensure the alarm is on. 
 
Weekly:  
 

1. Change the chart on the recorder and record dates and location of the refrigerator on the chart.  Deliver to 
Transfusion Medicine for review and retention. 

 Some refrigerators have monthly recording charts. Change these at the beginning of the month and 
send to Transfusion Medicine. 

 Rewind the chart recorder if required. 
 

 


