
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

October 31, 2014  
 
Update about health care services for High Prairie physicians, community partners and 
residents: 
 
Last month, AHS announced some upcoming changes to health care services in High Prairie 
following the decision of Dr. Danie Du Toit to relocate back to South Africa. These changes 
include introducing two newly recruited physicians as well as plans to transition the current 
Associate Medical Clinic into an AHS-run Community Health and Wellness Clinic.  
 
As a core physician providing Emergency Department coverage and as the owner of the 
Associate Medical Clinic, Dr. Du Toit’s departure created an even greater urgency to bring new 
physicians to High Prairie in order to ensure consistent physician coverage in our Emergency 
Department. 
 
In collaboration with multiple High Prairie stakeholders - including High Prairie physicians, 
elected officials and community members - the idea of a Community Health and Wellness Clinic 
has developed. The clinic is being developed by High Prairie stakeholders, for High Prairie 
residents. Dr. Wayne Chuang, one of our High Prairie physicians, firmly believes in the 
Community Health and Wellness Clinic. As the Medical Director for the Clinic, he is working 
closely with another High Prairie health leader, Roxanne Stuckless (Director of Clinical 
Operations for High Prairie) who is overseeing the Clinic’s operations at this time.  
 
While discussions have taken place with all High Prairie physicians, we would particularly like to 
thank Dr. Robin Laughlin, Dr. Danie Du Toit and Dr. Wayne Chuang for their advice regarding 
how we can stabilize physician services in High Prairie, from both a physician recruitment and a 
physician retention perspective. 
 
As a result of the developed Community Health and Wellness Clinic, two physicians who had 
previously indicated that High Prairie was not their top choice have chosen to come and practice 
in High Prairie. Another physician recruit has also expressed his interest.   
 
The Clinic will have regular input from local patient representatives as well as from a Community 
Advisory Group including local elected officials to ensure timely ongoing communication 
regarding High Prairie’s health needs. 
 
It is the intent of the Clinic to build towards having a robust inter-professional team including 
physician, nursing, dietary, exercise therapy, social work, addiction/mental health, and 
aboriginal liaison support. Given High Prairie’s heavy burden of chronic conditions (diabetes, 
high blood pressure, breathing disorders), a robust inter-professional team is required to better 
meet High Prairie’s medical needs. 
 
Core Community Health and Wellness Clinic principles include an ongoing physician 
commitment to Emergency Department coverage, patient and family centered care as a 
principal focus, quality metrics that encourage continuous improvement in team-based patient 
care, direct patient access to the inter-professional team member who best meets the patient’s 
specific medical needs, and after-hours Clinic availability as the team builds.  
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We feel it is important for community members to know that while all High Prairie physicians 
have been invited to join the Community Health and Wellness Clinic if they believe in the model, 
no clinic will appeal to all physicians for a variety of reasons; we have had two clinics in High 
Prairie for many years for a variety of reasons. 
 
As independent contractors and private business professionals, there is value in physicians 
having a choice as to how and where they would like to work. Of note, whether a High Prairie 
physician chooses to work out of a private clinic or a Community Health and Wellness Clinic, the 
physicians’ patients will have access to the Community Health and Wellness Clinic’s inter-
professional team.     
 
Deserving of special recognition and thanks, two of High Prairie’s physicians, Dr. Robin 
Laughlin and Dr. Pamela Edwards, are long-standing and highly respected members of the 
medical community who have provided excellent care in the High Prairie community for 
decades. They were kind enough to meet with us again last week in person in High Prairie to 
provide us with advice on how to best manage our community’s current health care challenges. 
 
It’s most important to us that High Prairie families and individuals continue to have access to the 
care they need when they need it. We are thankful for the care all physicians and healthcare 
professionals provide our High Prairie residents. High Prairie is an important hub of healthcare 
services in our North Zone.  

 
If you have any questions or concerns about health care services in the community, please feel 
free to contact Dr Richard Ibach (Associate Zone Medical Director for High Prairie; 
Richard.Ibach@albertahealthservices.ca) or Roxanne Stuckless (Director North Zone Clinical 
Operations for High Prairie; Roxanne.Stuckless@albertahealthservices.ca) as a first step. 
 
We can also be contacted directly (Kevin.Worry@albertahealthservices.ca; 
Shelly.Pusch@albertahealthservices.ca) for further questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely,   
Dr. Kevin Worry, Zone Medical Director, North  
Shelly Pusch, Chief Zone Officer, North 
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